Francis Wayne Creel, Sr.
December 21, 2020

Francis Wayne Creel, Sr. went to his heavenly home on Monday, December 21, 2020.
Wayne was born February 8, 1939, to parents R.C. “Junius” and Euna Creel.
Wayne grew up in Biloxi and enjoyed life along the Mississippi Gulf Coast. He attended
Notre Dame High School, where he was Drum Major for the band. After graduation, he
moved to New Orleans. There he worked as a self-taught painter. His preferred art
medium being Pastels. In 1960, Wayne presented his original paintings of the “Crown of
Thorns” and “Mother of Sorrows” to St. John’s Catholic Church. The originals were lost in
Katrina, but photographed copies still hang in Blessed Francis Seelos Church today. After
a year in New Orleans, he married his high school sweetheart, Genevieve Skrmetta. They
celebrated their wedding on December 28, 1958. They raised their four children in Biloxi.
Wayne and Genevieve were excellent “jitterbug” dancers. He loved to surprise any of his
dance partners by flipping them in the air and over his shoulder.
A man of few words, Wayne was a hard worker who always provided for his family. His
first job was working for his father’s business, Creel & Sons Trawl Co., where he learned
to make and repair shrimp trawls and cast nets. He was a member of the Army National
Guard. Wayne retired after 20 years of service with Entex Gas Company. Soon after
retirement, he started his own specialized custom framing business known as Creel’s Art,
Frames, and Fans.
Wayne was an avid hunter, gardener, shrimper, and fisherman. These “hobbies” allowed
him to provide for family and friends. Several times, over the years, he held the honor of
“King Fisherman” of The Mississippi Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo. In 1973, Wayne’s 10 lb. 6
oz. Speckled Trout made the rodeo's Hall of Fame Records in the Saltwater Division.
Wayne is preceded in death by his beautiful wife, Genevieve Skrmetta Creel; his daughter,
Sara Ann Creel; his granddaughter, Kara Currie; his parents, Francis R. C. “Junius” Creel
and Euna Fountain Creel; his brothers, Junius Creel and Dale Creel; and his sister-in-law,
Sylvia Landry Creel.

Left cherishing his memories are his children, Mary Martha (Will) Rogers, Adonna Currie,
Mary Frances (Joel) Newbaker, Wayne “Junior” Creel; his eight grandchildren, Nathan
(Brittany) Newbaker, Kacee (Jonathan) Lang, Kristi (Bryan) McClellan, Brandon (Madisyn)
Newbaker, Kathryn Newbaker, Kyle Currie, Noah Rogers and Brantley Wayne Creel; his
five great-grandchildren, Hunter Newbaker, Paityn Newbaker, Riley Newbaker, Avery
Newbaker and arriving in February, Zoey Fillmore; his brother, Terry (Donna) Creel; his
sister-in-law, Sharon Creel; and many nieces and nephews.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Wednesday, December 23, 2020 at 11:00 am at
Blessed Francis Seelos Catholic Church, Biloxi. Friends may visit from 10:00 to 11:00am.
Interment will follow at Biloxi City Cemetery.
The family asks that in lieu of flowers, donations be made to St. Vincent de Paul
Community Pharmacy, P.O. Box 1228. Biloxi, MS 39533-1228 or Blessed Francis Seelos
Church, 360 Lameuse Street, Biloxi, MS 39530.
As his health declined and he became homebound, “Paw” always looked forward to the
love, care, and antics of his “Peanut”- Paityn. The family wishes to extend their heartfelt
gratitude to Gulfport Memorial, 2nd floor ICU physicians and nurses, Hope Landis NP and
the Canon Hospice team for the care our Father received and the compassionate way
they have guided us through this difficult time. We send our love and thanks to his longtime caregivers Angie Redd, Angela Teague, and Judy Lesso for providing such loving
attention.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home is honored to serve the Creel family.

Events
DEC
23

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Blessed Seelos Catholic Church
360 Lameuse St., Biloxi, MS, US, 39530

DEC
23

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

Blessed Seelos Catholic Church
360 Lameuse St., Biloxi, MS, US, 39530

Comments

“

Over the years, I brought many prints to Wayne to be framed. At least half of those
done at Peoples Bank offices and branches were done by him. He also did many of
my own. When he would ask how I wanted it, I also replied, "Whatever you think is
best," because he knew better than I did. I usually ended up staying at his shop a
while to listen to his stories or he would show around his collection of prints and
antiques. He is missed, and there will never be another like him.
Joe CooK

Joe Cook - January 02 at 12:50 PM

“

Terry and I wish to convey to Wayne’s family our heartfelt condolences ! Wayne was
a lifelong friend and a fellow classmate at Notre Dame class of 1957. We will keep
him and Jenny in our prayers always !

al simons - December 27, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Adonna & Family, So sorry to read of Wayne's death. Bet he's up there doing the
"Jitterbug" with his sweet heart Genevieve right now. Hang on to all the good
memories. Our Love & hugs, Steve & Lois Barbknecht

Steve Barbknecht - December 24, 2020 at 04:53 PM

“

Wayne was a Fine 'first cousin' who leaves so many precious memories. He will be
missed on Earth but he is rejoicing with his beloved wife and dance partner 'Jenny'!

Grady Howell - December 23, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about your dad Junior you will be in my thoughts and prayers!

Lisa Seymour - December 23, 2020 at 05:50 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Francis Wayne Creel, Sr..

December 22, 2020 at 08:12 PM

“

Martha, Adonna, Mary Frances, Junior and Family,
We are saddened to hear of Wayne's passing. We send our heartfelt and sincere
prayers and condolences to the family. Wayne was full of life and love, and was
dedicated to his family and church. He was a person of solid character and he will
never be forgotten. May the lord be with him as he enters the gates of heaven. I
know that the lord wants him to be the great Fisherman in heaven that he was here
on Earth, and I can only imagine the shrimp boils they are going to have along with
the dancing with Genevieve.
I was blessed to have been a part of the Creel family during my years working at the
Trawl shop while growing up on Backbay.
As hard as it may be to go on, stay strong and cherish the great memories Wayne
gave us here. Until we meet again.
Our love Tim &Tina

Tim Lamey - December 22, 2020 at 06:36 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Wayne's passing. He was a great dancer - saw he and Genevieve
dance many times at the Fountain Family Reunions in Hiller Park Pavillion many
years ago! My thoughts and prayers are with you all during this sad time...
Debbie (Crapo) Batia

Debbie Batia - December 22, 2020 at 05:59 PM

“

Wayne was a buddy of my fathers back in the day. I know he will be missed by his
children and grandchildren. RIP Mr. Creel.

patricia skrnich - December 22, 2020 at 04:19 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - December 22, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

RIP Mister Creel
Kenney - December 22, 2020 at 08:58 PM

