Brigadier General (Retired) Ernest
Randolph “Randy” Webster
June 2, 2019

Brigadier General (Retired) Ernest Randolph “Randy” Webster, 76, of Ocean Springs died
Sunday, June 2, 2019. He was born July 29, 1942 in Midnight, Mississippi to Leo and
Elma Webster. A graduate of Valley View High School, Randy entered the Reserve Officer
Training Corps at Arkansas State University earning a bachelors degree. His time in the
Army ROTC unit brought out his pride in serving his country and his determination to
excel. He later earned a masters degree from Embry Riddle Aeronautical University and
attended the National War College.
From 1967 to 1971, he served in the US Marine Corps as a helicopter pilot and
intelligence officer. In 1972, after returning from Vietnam, he transferred to the Air Force
Reserve where he held successive positions in the 301st Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron; 920th Weather Reconnaissance Group and 303rd Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron. In 1982, he assumed command of the 301st Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadron followed by the command of the 907th Tactical Airlift
Group. After which, he became the Director of Operations for both the 14th Air Force and
the Air Force Reserve Command. Upon completion of his tours, he earned his first wing
command at the 919th Special Operations Wing. In March 1994, he was appointed
Commander of the 403d Wing, Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi, and was promoted to
the rank of Brigadier General in 1995.
General Webster faithfully and honorably served his country for 33 years and retired at
Keesler in 2000 as a command pilot with more than 7,000 flying hours earned in 16
aircraft. After retirement, Randy enjoyed volunteering in the community, with his church,
and with local youth programs.
Randy was preceded in death by his parents, Leon and Elma Webster, as well as two of
his brothers, Richard and Warren Webster.
He is survived by his wife, Martha Webster, his son, Colonel Richard Webster (Jennifer),
his daughter, Monica Curd (Jonathan), his grandchildren, James Curd, Corinthia Webster,
Isabelle Curd, William Curd, Daniel Webster, Caroline Webster, and Julianne Webster, his
sisters, Alma Lee Peifer and Virginia Rackwitz, and his brothers, Robert and Wayne
Webster, as well as many nieces and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, the family wishes for donations to be made to Youth for Christ, 111 Pass
Road, Gulfport, MS 39507 or First Baptist Church in Biloxi.
The first visitation will be Friday, June 7, 2019 from 5:00pm to 8:00pm at the BradfordO’Keefe Funeral Home Ocean Springs Chapel. The funeral service will be at First Baptist
Church in Biloxi at 9:00am on Saturday, June 8, 2019; where friends and family may visit
from 8:00am until the service at 9:00am. Interment to follow immediately after the service
at Biloxi National Cemetery.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, Ocean Springs is in charge of arrangements.
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Comments

“

Martha and Webster Family,
Gen Randy Webster was a great mentor to so many of us. We will always remember
him for his outstanding leadership. Many of us gained so much from him and he was
the right leader at the right time to mature a new Weapon System, the WC/C-130J,
for the entire USAF and our other Joint Service Components. He will be truly missed.
I gained so much from him. A strong leader is one that no matter the differences,
listens to his folks and respects those differences. Gen Randy Webster was that kind
of leader and we all morn for your loss and our Nation's loss.
Most Respectfully,
Donald C. Ralph, Maj Gen(ret), USAFR

Don Ralph - 17 hours ago

“

I was at Duke Fld when he came as Wing Comander. I had the honor of preparing a
number of his briefings and attended his pinning on ceremony to BG. He stayed at
my home in Milwaukee when he came up to run a FEB. Definitely had a lot of respect
for him as a person as well as a Commander.

Bob Gualtieri (Col, USAFR Ret) - June 10 at 10:31 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with Martha and family. Sorry to hear of your loss.
Thank you Randy for your service to our country and your Lord.
Darrel and Cindee Holloway

Darrel Holloway - June 07 at 06:36 PM

“

Bull, know that the team you are part of at Link are with you through these times and
always.
John

John Schlott - June 07 at 09:16 AM

“

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the family of Brigadier General (Retired)
Ernest Randolph “Randy” Webster.

June 07 at 07:46 AM

“

It has been an honor to call you Uncle. Your dedication to God, country and family
has been a shining example to model. God speed, until we meet again.

Sarah Seago - June 06 at 01:54 PM

“

It was a pleasure, and a blessing for Shannon and me to know Martha and Randy.
They seemed to always have time to be very gracious and nice to us. Both Randy
and Martha were busy in their walk with Jesus at FBC Biloxi and as a deacon. We,
and those around us are sad, but, we know he lives on with God, Martha and family
have terrific memories of family and friends throughout the world, and we will keep
them in prayer. As a 90 year old, 24 year veteran with the US Air Force, a retired
MSgt. since Jan. 1972, and his senior in age, he exemplified my idea of a Senior
Officer, active or retired. God has blessed us all, and his family. Thank you Lord.
Grady & Shannon Baggett.

Grady Baggett, Jr - June 06 at 01:09 PM

“

You are loved beyond measure and we miss you very much. I can't attend the funeral
in Mississippi but I want you to know I would be there if I could. The last time we
spoke, you told me to "work hard and do well in your job." I will be doing just that and
thinking of you. God rest your soul.
Love Always,
Melissa Ann Peifer

Melissa Peifer - June 06 at 11:04 AM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Randy's death. Remembering times from so long ago.
Hugs and love to you. Especially on this D-Day , all the years Randy served our
Country through his years of service, Thank you .

Martha Dupwe Stafford - June 06 at 09:40 AM

“

Rose Remembrance was purchased for the family of Brigadier General (Retired)
Ernest Randolph “Randy” Webster.

June 06 at 09:09 AM

“

Sending our love and deepest sympathy to our sweet Aunt Martha and family. We
have always been so proud of Uncle Randy. He excelled in life and was highly
respected within the family not only for his outstanding military service but also for
being a kind and generous man. We will miss him and the many stories he told. He
loved to tell us about the time he and his oldest sister, Alma Lee, had a bake off to
see whose chocolate chip cookies were best. Turns out, the family taste testers
preferred his. Alma Lee was not very happy with the results but Uncle Randy sure
was - and often reminded her of it!
Rest in peace.
Love,
Alma Lee, Bill & Jan Peifer

Jan Peifer - June 06 at 04:44 AM

“

“

Rest in peace Uncle Ernest! Say hi to dad for me, will ya.
Ronna Curtis - June 06 at 05:57 PM

We have been blessed to know you, call you friend and a brother in Christ. We will
miss your stories about life experiences and military service. We always knew we
could count on you for the best advice about practically everything. You loved the
Lord and have been a wonderful Christian example to family and friends. We will
miss you and we look forward to spending eternity with you in the presence of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Our deepest love and sympathy for Martha and the
whole family.
With all our love,
Bobby, Ginger & Mady Ott
Ginger Ott - June 05 at 05:25 PM

“

Fred and Linda Sage purchased the Memorial Honor Blanket for the family of
Brigadier General (Retired) Ernest Randolph “Randy” Webster.

Fred and Linda Sage - June 04 at 03:34 PM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes - June 04 at 01:48 PM

“

I have known Randy since the late 60's . He served his Country with distinction , but
no matter what corner of the world he was assigned to he always found time to keep
in touch. Rest in peace you were one of a kind. Fred Sagr

Fred Sage - June 04 at 01:03 PM

