Harold V. Sumners Jr.
December 7, 2020

Harold V. Sumners, Jr. passed away peacefully and went to be with the Lord on Monday,
December 7, 2020, at the age of 75.
Mr. Sumners is survived by his loving wife, Sharon, two children: Heather Purdy (David)
and Harold Sumners III. He also leaves behind two grandchildren, Finn and Jackson
Purdy. He is lovingly remembered by his sister, Patricia Sumners-Drake (James), niece,
Melanie Grace Dozier, and brother, Larry Sumners (Marianne).
The firstborn son of Addie Rhew Watson and Harold Sumners, Harold Jr. grew up in
Calhoun City. After graduating from Calhoun City High School, he joined the Air Force in
what would become a 26-year military career.
His military career started in Okinawa, Japan. This is where he began his work of
volunteering with the Church with a missionary group, “Fishers of Men.” He then moved to
Wright-Patterson Air Base in Dayton, Ohio, where he met his wife, Sharon. His job took
him and his bride to the Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Later, he and
his family had the opportunity to travel and live at Homestead Air Force Base in
Homestead, Florida, to Yakota Air Base in Fussa, Japan, and finally Keesler Air Force
Base in Biloxi, MS. He retired as a Master Sergeant (First Shirt) and settled down, making
Biloxi his home. Mr. Sumners also had a spiritual calling to the ministry of sacred music.
He served at various churches as a Music Minister and Choir Director.
In retirement, Harold worked at William Carey College, managing the Coast Campus
Bookstore. This is where he affectionately received the nickname, “Bookstore Harold.”
Visitation will be held at Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home on Pass Road in Biloxi on
Monday, December 14, 2020 from 5:00 pm until 7:00 pm. A private burial will be held.
Harold always gave to others in need in various ways. He had a giving heart and looked
for ways to help others. With this in mind, in lieu of flowers, please help someone in need
or donate to an organization in his memory.
View and sign online tribute at www.bokfh.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - December 11, 2020 at 12:06 PM

“

“

.Beautiful tribute to a fine gentleman and wounderful human being.
M.E. Malarecher - December 13, 2020 at 10:40 AM

Condolences to the Sumners Family on the loss of Harold...
I was a brand new US Air Force First Sergeant at Keesler AFB back in 1987 and
fondly remember Harold as a role model for me and others.
A heartfelt hand salute to Harold...and May God grant him eternal rest.
Ron Sliga
Biloxi

Ron Sliga, CMSgt-Retired - December 17, 2020 at 10:04 AM

“

Comfort to you, my friend Sharon, as you mourn the loss of your Harold. From all of
the wonder tributes given to your husband I know the world is a little gray since he
passed. May you find peace in your on time.
Love to you and the family Stacy Boone

Stacy Boone - December 13, 2020 at 11:50 AM

“

My condolences to the family! I am a graduate at William Carey and had spent many
hours in the bookstore to talk with Mr. Harold! I went to Carey and played soccer
when it was on the coast years ago and had many conversations with Mr. Harold. He
was one of the first people I met when I started school at Carey. He was a very kind
man that would give you the shirt off of his back. He loved Carey and always had a
great relationship with all the students who came through the bookstore. My heart
goes out to his family. Prayers for you all, he was a great asset to the college and
students there and will always have a special place in my heart.
~Cayla “Webber” Furby

Cayla Furby - December 13, 2020 at 01:42 AM

“

A cousin I only knew on Facebook—I am so sorry to learn of his passing. Will try to
make one of those family reunions to rekindle old relationships and create new ones.
My sincere sympathy to his immediate and extended family.
Shirley Rutherford Spain
Jasper AL

Shirley Spain - December 11, 2020 at 07:09 PM

“

Sending prayers and condolences to the whole family. I worked with Harold at WCC
on the Coast from 1996-2000. Loved when he passed through the main office or you
caught up with him in the bookstore, as he was always singing a tune. Such a kind
and humble man. I made a donation to Toys for Tots in his memory today.

Beth (DuFour) Moore - December 11, 2020 at 05:51 PM

“

He was always whistling or humming a tune. That was how I could find him walking around
Carey.
Cayla Furby - December 13, 2020 at 01:44 AM

“

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - December 11, 2020 at 04:09 PM

“

46 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - December 11, 2020 at 12:04 PM

“

Sharon, Patricia and Larry,
I was so saddened to hear of Butch's death. I'm now living in New Mexico and don't
think that I will make it back to Mississippi for the memorial service. Please know,
however, that I will be thinking of all of you on this sad day.
Bill Wall

William Wall - December 10, 2020 at 04:31 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - December 10, 2020 at 09:15 AM

