Holly Ann Adams-Sherman
January 15, 2020

Holly Ann Adams-Sherman, LCDR, United States Navy, Retired, 65, passed away
unexpectedly on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 in Gulfport, MS.
She was preceded in death by a daughter, Leslie G. Sherman (2007).
Survivors include her loving husband of 33 years, Anthony M. (Tony) Sherman of Gulfport,
MS and a daughter, Lisa Grayum (Travis) and a granddaughter , Finley Mae all of Bartlett,
TN. She is also survived by her parents, Les and Gerry Adams; sisters Wendy, Lanette,
Dawn (Erick), and Trudi (Brian) all of Washington state. She also had numerous, loving
nieces and nephews and extended family and friends who mourn her loss.
Holly was born in Kennewick, Washington on May 9, 1954 and was of the Lutheran faith.
She graduated from Kennewick High School and Pacific Lutheran University in Tacoma,
Washington with a degree in art education. In 1981 she joined the United States Navy with
assignments in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; Pearl Harbor, Hawaii; Adak, Alaska; Washington
DC; Macon, Georgia; Stuttgart, Germany; Little Creek, Virginia; and again in Washington,
DC.
In 1986, while stationed in Adak, Alaska she met and married her husband, Tony, who
was also a United States Naval Officer.
She was a very talented and passionate artist using many and varied media-clay,
pencil/charcoal, and paints as well as numerous crafts. Taking advantage of her art
education and skills, she taught adult education art classes for many years. She used
every opportunity to assist veterans and those less fortunate.
Her greatest pride was her family and her service in the United States Navy. Above all
else, her favorite title was “Grandma”.
A memorial service will be held on Thursday, January 23, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. with
visitation from 10:00 a.m. until service time. Services will take place at Bradford O’Keefe
Funeral Home, 1726 15th Street, Gulfport, MS.
There will be a celebration of life reception following the service to be held at The Villas at
Legacy Clubhouse, 2252 Beach Drive, Gulfport, MS 39507. Parking Lot available in front
of the facility.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a donation to the Leslie G. Sherman Memorial
Fund, West Springfield High School, 6100 Rolling Road, West Springfield, Virginia, 22152.

View and sign register book at www.bradfordokeefe.com
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - 15th Street
1726 15th Street, Gulfport, MS, US, 39501
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - 15th Street
1726 15th Street, Gulfport, MS, US, 39501
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Celebration of Life

12:00PM

The Villas at Legacy Clubhouse
2252 Beach Drive, Gulfport, MS, US, 39507

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - January 22 at 02:31 PM

“

“

Very nice, thank you
Rich Tiedeman - March 27 at 03:07 PM

Extending my sincere condolences to Holly’s family and friends. I met her following
the tragedy at V-Tech. I saw her as a kind person, passionate about her family, and
her creative artwork. God grant her family strength, and peace. Margaret Herbstritt

margaret - March 03 at 11:19 AM

“

I just learned last night about Holly and am brokenhearted. I send my heartfelt
condolences and prayers for strength to your family. She was an amazing person
and a true friend, whom I got to know through the tragedy at VA Tech. My son, Ross
and Leslie were in the same class. Holly and I shared so much through the years
whether it be via the phone or FB. We laughed and we cried together. Holly shared
her amazing artwork with me. It was always fun to see the different stages as it was
transforming into a magnificent piece.She loved sharing photos of adorable Finley
with me and was such a proud grandparent. I will miss her dearly. Rest in Peace, my
friend.
Lynnette Alameddine

Lynnette Alameddine - March 03 at 01:30 AM

“

Holly was truly one of a kind. After 33 years of friendship there is a hole in our hearts
now and we will miss her tremendously. Rest easy, shipmate.
Joey Carlton, CAPT USN (Ret) and John McClurkin, Major, USMC (Ret)

Joey Carlton - January 26 at 07:49 PM

“

Please accept sincere condolences from a complete stranger, a daughter of a WWII
US Navy WAVE. In case LCDR Sherman didn't already do so, I would like to urge
you to contact the Women In Military Service For America (WIMSA) memorial in
Washington D.C. (PO Box 420560). The Memorial's proud mission for 20 years has
been to register and tell the service story of every woman veteran. The Memorial is
located at the entrance of Arlington National Cemetery and can also be seen at
www.womensmemorial.org.
Again, my condolences.
Laura Anderson, Kennewick

Laura Anderson - January 23 at 07:09 PM

“

Tony and family--you are in my thoughts and prayers
Rhonda

Rhonda Cobb - January 22 at 09:29 PM

“

Dear Mr Sherman and Lisa, Rebecca shared this news with me and I want to extend
my heartfelt condolences for the passing of Mrs Sherman. Our family will be making
a donation to Leslie’s fund in her honor. Leslie continues to impact my life regularly,
and it has always been an honor to know the Sherman family. Ashley Bishop
(formerly Ashley Hughes)

Ashley Bishop - January 22 at 08:16 PM

“

For twenty years
This sailor has stood the watch
While some of us were in our bunks at night
This sailor stood the watch
While some of us were in school learning our trade
This shipmate stood the watch

Yes… even before some of us were born into this world
This shipmate stood the watch
In those years when the storm clouds of war were seen brewing on the horizon of
history
This shipmate stood the watch
Many times she would cast an eye ashore and see her family standing there
needing his guidance and help
needing that hand to hold during those hard times
But she still stood the watch
She stood the watch for many years
She stood the watch so that we, our families and
our fellow countrymen could sleep soundly in safety, Each and every night
knowing that a sailor stood the watch
Today we are here to say
'Shipmate... the watch stands relieved
Relieved by those You have trained ,Guided, and Led
Shipmate you stand relieved… We have the watch..."
"Boatswain… Standby to pipe the side...Shipmate's going Ashore…"
Thank you for your service,
Lee Damicone, RD1, US Navy Veteran
Lee Damicone - January 22 at 05:51 PM

“

Dear Tony and Lisa. We are so saddened to hear about Holly. She was always such
a lovely lady and I remember her fondly by the picture she painted that I bought at
the church auction. Please know you are all in our prayers.

ronda drucker - January 22 at 05:42 PM

“

Tony and Family: I'm so sorry to hear about the passing of Holly and miss talking and
seeing both of you at the the Old Presbyterian Meeting House. Thanks for all you did
at OPMH and just know we are praying for you and family for God's peace during
this difficult time. We know your Holly is now with our God and Savior and your loving
Leslie. In Christ, Jerry and Carol Stalun

Jerry and Carol Stalun - January 22 at 03:51 PM

“

So sad and shocking that you are gone cousin Holly.
I’m so very glad that we met way back in the summer of 1968 I think it was. You were
visiting your grandma and grandpa at the farm on Vernon Road, you had never met
me and called me up to meet. I drove over and though I can’t recall what we did I
remember you were full of life, laughter and adventure. I do recall that we had a lot of

fun, especially having just met for the first time. I recall you telling me that you liked
to search for and catch garter snakes when you visited the farm and your grand
parents Gay and Berniece Tiedeman.
We met again at the University of Washington, again you initiated it, you had
something going on at the UW and were up from PLU for it. You called me at my
dorm at Lander Hall, you came up to my room and we talked and talked. Talked so
late into the night, as I recall, that you had no place to stay, but my roommate was
gone so you willing commandeered his bed and spent the night.
Then we lost track, until I got your email from your mom Gerry Adams in 2010, and
we connected by email and the phone from time to time over the years. And then you
arranged to meet me and my wife Connie, at a restaurant near SEATAC. We got to
meet you face to face for breakfast with your husband Tony. We all had a great time
talking and then you gave me a present, a Viking hat with horns, as we lived in
Poulsbo, Little Norway.
Yes Holly you were special and will be missed, but you are now with your beloved
daughter Leslie, Gay and Berniece. I will see you there one day Holly. Blessings to
all your family.
Rich Tiedeman - January 21 at 11:21 PM

“

My candlelighter at my wedding over 50 years ago. Many long conversations and
three treasured art pieces will be among the many loving memories I have of my
niece.

Gayle Lindeblom - January 21 at 11:10 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - January 21 at 10:10 AM

“

Thank you for your service.

Kathryn Irby - January 21 at 08:43 AM

“

Joe L Lee lit a candle in memory of Holly Ann Adams-Sherman

joe l lee - January 21 at 07:04 AM

“

When we would get together we would laugh so much we cried.
I will mis her very much

Irma Lero - January 20 at 06:29 PM

“

Irma Lero lit a candle in memory of Holly Ann Adams-Sherman

Irma Lero - January 20 at 06:26 PM

