James Richard "Ricky" Nix
August 31, 2020

James Richard “Ricky” Nix, 70, of Oxford, MS, passed away peacefully on Monday,
August 31, 2020. Born October 5, 1949 in Covington, TN, he was the son of Mary
Elizabeth Southall Nix, and the late James Nix.
Ricky was a long-time resident of Oxford, MS, where he had lived since 1986. He retired
in 2014 after a 40+ year career in the construction and engineering industry, including over
20 years as a construction engineer for Fisher & Arnold in Memphis. Ricky was an avid
golfer, and a lover of Tennessee football and barbecue. He took great pride in bestowing
his “Southern” wisdom to his grandchildren, all of whom loved their “Pop” dearly.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Kay Robeson Nix, and is survived by his two loving
daughters, Cheryl Bazan and Alyson Dufilho, their husbands, Nick and Mark, and his nine
beautiful grandchildren, Alex, Lauren, Gray, Nate, Abby, Jake, Nicolas, Esteben and
Estela. Ricky is also survived by his loving mother, his three brothers, Robert, Frank and
Steve; and his two sisters, Sandra Austin and Beverly Thweatt.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in his name to the American Red Cross
(www.redcross.org).
Private memorial graveside services will be conducted on Tuesday September 8, 2020 at
the Biloxi National Cemetery, located at 400 Veterans Dr. in Biloxi, MS.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home is honored to serve this family.

Comments

“

Very sorry to hear about Ricky. He was a good friend and classmate at Byars-Hall.
We became very close while we played football together there. "Tricky Ricky" was
the starting right guard( number 62) and I started at left guard for two years. He
would ask questions of Ray Newbill, our line coach, while we practiced just to stall
the practice so we would not have to work as hard for 15 minutes each day. Newbill
never caught on.Ricky used to call me and tell when and where the fish were biting
at Sardis and I used to "rib" him because I never caught any where he told me. I
never got to know his girls because he moved away from Covington ( I am still here),
but knew Kay and all his brothers well. Always liked and got along well with the Nix
family. Look forward to meeting you again one day and talk about "old times".

Harvey Witherington - September 11 at 09:12 AM

“

I'm sorry to see the notice of Ricky's death in the Memphis paper. It brought back
fond memories of our childhood days playing in the neighborhood in Covington. My
condolences to the family on your loss.
Bob Noell

Bob Noell - September 08 at 11:58 AM

“

I grew up across a cotton field from Ricky n his siblings n his wonderful
Mother who is like my other mother. Am so sorry to hear about his death. He will b
missed!!!

kitty Jennings Schaefer - September 06 at 11:05 PM

“

Thoughts about James Richard “Ricky” Nix
September 6, 2020
The American poet Walt Whitman, whose work boldly asserts the worth of the
individual and the oneness of all humanity said simply: “we convince by our
presence.” And Ricky had a presence. He was a kind and gentle man with a warm
heart and deep care for others. That was my perception of him on the social/family
occasions that I had the pleasure to meet him. Time passes so fast, I wish I had
spent more time with him.
I believed that he lived for the benefit of others. And the legacy of his life is the
ultimate testament: family, daughters, and grandchildren.
Even in his worst pain, when he lost his wife during a prolog health condition. I
understand that he exemplary pull himself and family through.

He was a man of integrity whose presence, as Whitman said, convinced all of us, to
work a bit harder, be a bit kinder, and give a bit more.
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, the Jesuit Priest, said that “in the final analysis, the
questions of why bad things happen to good people transmute itself into some very
different questions, no longer asking why something happened, but asking how we
will respond, what we intend to do now that it happened.”
What Ricky endured is not fair; but it is not for us to analyze the why of these things
but to find a way to meaningfully and wholly respond to them.
Your daughters gave full meaning to the thought of the Jewish philosopher Martin
Buber that said in his book I and Thou “The world is not comprehensible, but it is
embraceable: Through the embracing of one of its beings.”
We all deal with pain and loss that shapes us and defines who we are. If we live, we
will not escape suffering. We will witness it, and one day it will be ours. It is not for us
to lament or bemoan. It is for us to press on and let grief work through us so that we
may live again as we are called to do by the spirit within us and around us.
I cherished greatly his attitude and openness for friendship and will miss his
presence dearly. I remember in our home my interactions with him during the
Thanksgiving dinner last year.
God has made his call. We pray, mourn, and reflect. There are strong messages that
were left by others that should comfort us. Anne Frank at age 13th, left writings
before she was kill, full of courage and faith when the Nazis were looking for her and
her family below the attic where she was hiding “Everyone has inside of him a piece
of good news. The good news is that you don’t know how great you can be – How
much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is! “
My condolences go out to all of you who love him.
Thoreau said that “there is no remedy for love but to love more.” May we continue to
love more; may Ricky’s life and legacy serve us to more deeply embrace the truth in
our lives, the kindness and gentleness in the hearts of others, and the deep mystery
that pervades everything in this world. May Ricky rest in peace-Dr. Nicolas Bazan
Nicolas Bazan - September 06 at 02:12 PM

“

Thinking of the family at this time. OES

Pam Kirthlink - September 06 at 08:39 AM

“

Sending Condolences to the family. I enjoyed our many conversations on sports
during our time at Fisher & Arnold, Inc. Ricky was a trusted construction inspector.
God speed my friend.
Gene Bailey
Fisher & Arnold, Inc.

Gene Bailey - September 05 at 07:43 AM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - September 03 at 01:33 PM

