Joan Hunt Gilbert
April 30, 2019

Joan Hunt Gilbert, January 23, 1943 - April 30, 2019, passed away at home peacefully
surrounded by her loved ones. Joan was a native and lifelong resident of the Gulf Coast
and a member of St. Mary's Catholic Church in Woolmarket. She was previously
employed at Newberry's Department Store and Bell South as a telephone switch board
operator and dispatcher. She enjoyed countless happy times with family and friends on
Biloxi Beach and Tchoutacabouffa River. Joan was an avid bird watcher, a hobby that she
loved and passed down to younger generations. She also enjoyed searching for
Genealogy and leaves behind priceless pieces of family history. Joan had a fun loving and
an outgoing personality. She loved to dance and sing. A classic favorite, "Cherry Pie" was
often heard at family gatherings. Joanie Bolonie, easily entertained people with her quickwitted one-liners and funny jokes that sparked joy and laughter in those around her. She
was the life of the party and a true comedian, cracking jokes until to the very end. Joan
never met a stranger and anyone she did meet quickly became her friend. To know Joan
was to love her, she left a lasting impression. Joan lived life the way she wanted too and
did not make excuses for it. Her children, lovingly called her Frank. Because, she often
said, “I did it my way." Yes, she was stubborn, but most of all, she was loving. She above
all things valued God, family, honesty, and hard work. If you asked Joan, she would tell
you without a doubt her children, grandchildren and great granddaughter were her
greatest joy in this life.
She was preceded in death by her parents, George Francis Hunt III and Myrtle Olier Hunt;
sister, Barbara Thibodeaux (Kenny); grandson, Andrew Gilbert; and great-nephew, Tristan
Thibodeaux.
She is survived by her children, Kristy Gilbert (John Patterson)), Trudi Johnson (David),
George Gilbert (Jenny); her grandchildren, Garrett Johnson (Alex White), Taylor
McGuire(Chris), Grant Johnson, Autumn Gilbert, Kannon Gilbert, Wendy Smith (Kyle
Porter); great-granddaughter, Collins McGuire; sister, Sherilyn Saggus(Gerry); and
brother, George Hunt(Lola). She is also survived by countless beloved nieces, nephews,
Godchildren, friends and extended family that she dearly loved. Special note of thanks to

Mom's running buddies, Jimmy Gilbert and Sherry Ladnier. We greatly appreciate your
love and commitment to her. We couldn't have done it without you.
The family also would like to express heartfelt gratitude to the entire staff at Kare-in-Home
Hospice and The Singing River Hospital, SNIFF Unit and Rehab for their hard work,
dedication and kindness. She is walking in heaven now. May you all be blessed for the
care you gave our Mom,
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations in her honor be made to CASA of Harrison
County to advocate for abused and neglected children and Gulf Coast Women's Center
for Nonviolence. A private family Mass was celebrated May 2, 2019 at St. Mary's Catholic
Church in Woolmarket.
The Howard Avenue Chapel of Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.

Comments

“

Sherry Y. lit a candle in memory of Joan Hunt Gilbert

Sherry Y. - May 13 at 01:34 AM

“

Trudi, Our family is so sorry to hear of the loss of your mom. We are praying for you
and your family.
Cecil & Debbie King, Rudolph & Beverly Reece

Deborah Reece King - May 07 at 02:17 PM

“

Kristy,our deepest condolences to you and family.Keeping everyone in our thoughts
and prayers.
Bernie & Vikki Kopszywa Caprari

Victoria Caprari - May 05 at 09:04 AM

“

Patricia Olier lit a candle in memory of Joan Hunt Gilbert

Patricia Olier - May 05 at 04:37 AM

“

Kristy cannot get over how much you look like your mother when she was your age.
So very sorry for your loss. Keeping you and your family in my prayers. Patsy Baugh

Patsy Baugh - May 04 at 10:11 AM

“

Joan was a happy fun loving person and a pleasure to spend time with. Loved her
like a sister and treasured our friendship! She will be missed by many. Love and
prayers to her son and daughters and grandchildren.

patricia skrnich - May 03 at 11:42 AM

“

Joan was by far one of my favorite people. She was sweet, funny and so loving! I
met Joan forty-nine years ago when I married her first cousin who considered her his
Sister. We loved her so much and she will leave a void in our life that can be filled by
no other. Joan’s Family is so precious and we love you all.

Patricia Olier - May 02 at 11:21 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - May 02 at 10:53 AM

