Joseph Anthony Cacibauda
September 21, 2020

Mr. Joseph “Mr. Joe” Anthony Cacibauda died peacefully at his home in Ocean Springs on
Monday, Sept. 21, 2020, with his loving wife and children at his side.
Mr. Joe – as he was known to most – was born in New Orleans, La., as the youngest child
of the late Lillian and Joseph Cacibauda Sr. A musician from the very beginning, his father
purchased him a set of drums when he was 10 and by the time he was 12, he was playing
in weddings with a group of his cousins who were in need of a drummer. By 15, he was
playing in nightclubs in the New Orleans area with his cousins.
Joe would go on to know and play with some of the greats, including B.B. King, Willie
Nelson, Leon Kelner, Joan Rivers, Rich Little, Don Rickles, Regis Philbin, Mel Tormé, and
The Platters, but teaching music to generations of students would become his life’s work.
Joe earned both Bachelor’s and Masters degrees in Music Education from Southeastern
Louisiana and, in 1972, became the band director at Bay High School in Bay St. Louis,
Miss. – starting what would become a 43-year career sharing his passion for music. Stints
with St. Martin High School and Michele Junior High in Biloxi would follow.
Joe left an impact everywhere he went, but his greatest legacy will forever be at Ocean
Springs High School. When he took over the program in 1984, there were 38 students in
the high school band and just 85 in all grades. By the time he retired in 2015, there were
274 in the high school band, with nearly 700 in the band program in grades 6-12.The
Blue-Grey Pride band -- a name Joe coined himself after arriving in Ocean Springs -received All-Superior recognition, the highest a band can achieve, in 28 of his 31 years at
OSHS. Additionally, the All-Superior sweepstakes award was launched in 2007, and Joe's
band earned that distinction all eight years prior to his retirement.
In addition, 100 percent of the students who came out of Joe's band program had the
opportunity for junior or senior college scholarships, if they chose to pursue them. In May
of 2015, when Joe conducted his final concert at OSHS, it was announced the school’s

band hall would be renamed in his honor.
Away from school, Joe was an avid baseball fan and a lifelong New York Yankees fan. He
also loved all things Disney and particularly enjoyed his many trips to Walt Disney World,
both with the band for performances and with his family.
But for all Joe’s passions and interests, there was no greater love in his life than his family.
He and his wife, Rose Van Acker-Cacibauda married in 1986 and are the parents of three
children: son, JT and daughters, Alexa and Zoe Cacibauda of whom he was immensely
proud.
At the time of his retirement, Joe was asked about his plans. “I’ll be around,” he said – and
he was right. Every time a student walks into the band hall bearing his name, every time a
former student passes along his or her love of music, every time a band director at Ocean
Springs High School collects an All-Superior trophy or other award, it will be because of
Joe Cacibauda’s lasting impact on his school, students, and community.
He is preceded in death by his parents, Lillian and Joseph Cacibauda Sr.; and his sisters,
Eliza Loyacano and Antoinette Harper.
He is survived by his wife, Rose; his children, JT, Alexa, and Zoe; his sister, Patricia
Harder; and many cousins, nieces, and nephews.
Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, Joe’s family will be holding a private service, but
recognizing the number of people who want to honor and celebrate his life, details
regarding a public memorial service will be announced at a later date.
The family would also like to thank Dr. Brian Persing, Nicholas Pendleton, Hospice of
Light, and all those who provided for Joe’s care.
In addition, in lieu of flowers, a band scholarship in Joe’s honor will be established, with
details on that also to follow.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, Ocean Springs is honored to serve this family.
Thank you to a dear friend, Warren Kulo, for writing this obituary.

Comments

“

I had the privilege of being Joe’s assistant at Bay St. Louis my first year out of MS
State. It was a great experience. Joe loved music and he loved the kids in the band
program. It gave me the understanding of the responsibilities of the position of “band
director” it was more than just teaching music it was also teaching life lessons! He
was a master of that! I may have been his assistant but I was also one of his
students.
Johnny Johns

Johnny Johns - October 19, 2020 at 09:50 PM

“

Mr. Joe was my band teacher at Bay High school. He was patient and kind. I just
found out and I’m feeling sad. RIP, Mr. Joe

Tammy Favre Peterson - October 16, 2020 at 03:21 AM

“

Me. Joe also taught for a couple of years at Biloxi High. RIP.

Carroll Hardin - September 30, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Mr Joe also taught at Nichol’s Jr High and was a huge influence on not only band
members, but us choir members. He gave me the confidence to sing in the talent
show, and try out for the Biloxians concert choir. He was an inspiration to this Biloxi
Back Bay Girl, I’ve been fortunate to run into him throughout the years, he always
knew who I was had a hug For me and had that beautiful smile on his face! He will
be greatly missed, always appreciated and never forgotten. Rest In Peace dear
friend.

Johnnie Fayard - September 25, 2020 at 07:46 PM

“

I worked with Joe's wife, Rose for a few months at her office and got to know the
family. Joe was a kind man, who helped us at Christmas time with our Toys for Tots
boxes and getting the toys to the Marines. He was a blessing to so many. My love
and prayers go out to Rose, their children and the entire family. God bless them all,
and may his soul rest in peace. He fought cancer for a while, but he is at eternal
peace now.
Susan Glaze

Susan Glaze - September 24, 2020 at 12:05 PM

“

Thanks for always being a friend Mr. Joe. Sending love to your family.
Ali Baca

Ali Baca - September 23, 2020 at 05:24 PM

“

Mr. Joe was one of the best teachers I had in high school and a lifelong friend. I
believe he would have done anything for his students in time of need. I will miss him,
but know that he is in heaven and looking down on us all. Prayers and sympathy to
his family.
- Tim Williams

Tim Williams - September 23, 2020 at 12:39 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph Anthony Cacibauda.

September 23, 2020 at 12:38 PM

“

Mr. Joe was the best teacher and musician. With out him and music I may never
have gotten out of high school. His love of music influenced me and has stayed with
we since graduation in 1990. I still play and enjoy all music.
My prayers go out to your family and friends.
sincerely Jeff Ward.

Jeff Ward - September 23, 2020 at 12:01 PM

“

Mr. Joe encouraged me as a freshman at Ocean Springs High School to "be the best
you." Consistently through the 26 years I'd known him he always encouraged me
toward continuous improvement. A couple of years ago, through a Facebook chat, I'd
asked him for suggestions around learning a new instrument. He said "Try something
you have absolutely never tried," and I said that I didn't think I would be able to do it
at my age, that I needed something familiar. He said "That takes all the fun out of it!"
I realized that he was still pushing me to learn beyond my own capacity - which is the
golden mark of a great teacher. I know so many others loved and still love him, and
will miss him as much as I do. We've lost a great friend, and a great talent.
Godspeed, Mr. Joe.

R.E. Kosch - September 23, 2020 at 11:57 AM

“

I have many fond memories of Mr. Joe, his love for music and teaching will ALWAYS
live within his "kids" students. My greatest sympathy to your family during this time. I
wish you comfort in knowing that his light shines in all of is who were touched by him.
BLESSED BE

Karmen "Kosch" Robinson - September 23, 2020 at 11:47 AM

“

Patricia Arthur lit a candle in memory of Joseph Anthony Cacibauda

Patricia Arthur - September 23, 2020 at 10:03 AM

“

Cacibauda was an awesome band director and a nice man. I was at Bay High when
he was there.
My prayers are with the family.

Darlene Lott Forte - September 23, 2020 at 09:00 AM

“

My family had the pleasure of knowing Mr. Joe for years as he taught one of my
daughters and would fill in with our Jazz band (Caution Swing Bridge) on bass when
I was unavailable without missing a beat. When I chaperoned the OSHS band for
games and events, I was always amazed how Joe could take command of the
excited, fired up and rowdy kids in such a calm way without ever raising his voice.
They had such respect for him and it was immediately obvious. He valued every kid
and encouraged them to be their best—and obviously succeeded with all the awards
the band and some individuals garnered. There will never be another Mr. Joe!!! Rest
In Peace, sir, you’ve made an positive impact on literally thousands of lives!

Lawrence Leake, MD - September 23, 2020 at 12:12 AM

“

Mr. Joe. Michael Bigelow here. I know GOD has a new band member now. You are
and forever will be missed. Thank you for all the talks and all the times just sitting
and listening to old music tapes. I will forever cherish that time. Rose! I know he will
still be there to watch over you and all of us in his way. Your and the family will be in
my thoughts and prayers.

Michael Bigelow - September 22, 2020 at 10:30 PM

“

Mr. Joe was our band director at Bay High School during a tough time for me. I found
out that my dad had died suddenly as I walked into the stadium on a Friday night. My
grandfather was there to meet me and share the terrible news. Mr. Joe became a
father figure to me that year and helped me through that terrible time. He was a great
band director, but an even greater mentor. He instilled an unyielding work ethic in me
and helped me become the person I am today. I will be forever grateful for his impact
on my life. I extend my deepest sympathies to you, his wife and children, and commit
to pray for you during this extremely difficult time. Carolyn Ferrell Spiller (BHS '78)

Carolyn Spiller - September 22, 2020 at 10:29 PM

“

Clover Lacy, Jr lit a candle in memory of Joseph Anthony Cacibauda

Clover Lacy, Jr - September 22, 2020 at 09:46 PM

“

I had the pleasure of meeting him as a colleague, and we never had a conversation
about the craft of music education. Growing up in the business of being a band
director, I have seen his work speak for him.
My prayers & condolences to his family.

Clover Lacy, Jr - September 22, 2020 at 09:46 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Clover Lacy, Jr - September 22, 2020 at 09:42 PM

“

I didn't know Mr. Joe very well personally, but anytime we crossed path's socially he
always had a smile on his face, a nice word to say, and a hand shake he quickly
offered.
Our son Joshua decided in his junior year at OSHS that he wanted a trumpet for
Christmas. I was like, "Why bud"? He told me that Mr. Joe said he would give him a
try out to make the Greyhound band for his senior year in three month's.
I told my son..."Josh there's no way you can do that". Josh said, "Mr. Joe said that if I
practice hard enough I can".
So we bought Josh a Trumpet for Christmas, we wore ear plugs for three months, :-)
and he played in the Greyhound Band his Senior year at O.S. One of the best years
of his life. Amazing. Thank you Mr. Joe!
Mr. Joe inspired Josh to believe in himself and to work hard to achieve a dream. He
was a mentor that made an incredible difference in our son's life.
It will forever be appreciated. Thank you so much Mr. Joe. O.S. will shine every night
forever because of you.
J.D. Gray

j.d.gray - September 22, 2020 at 08:29 PM

“

Mr. Joe not only shaped my musicianship and skill in the arts, but also my work ethic,
making my dreams a reality, and my entire life during some of the hardest years of
my life. I am so eternally grateful for every single thing he’s done for the community
and for every student, colleague, administrator, and passerby. He was like all of our
parent-adjacent and I can’t even begin to express the depth of gratitude and respect
I have for him. Thank you so much for pushing me, for teaching me, everything
you’ve done for my family, and for your own. Love you forever Mr. Joe, and love the
entire Cacibauda family. 🖤

Nick Powers - September 22, 2020 at 07:39 PM

“

Joe was always a friendly and helpful person with wonderful advice whether personal
or professional. My best to his family.

Jimmy Rigdon - September 22, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“

Peace, Prayer Blessing Sympathy Basket was purchased for the family of Joseph
Anthony Cacibauda.

September 22, 2020 at 06:38 PM

“

I don’t have to tell you what a great man Mr. Joe is, because you knew it long before
we ever met him. It’s been almost 20 years since our children had dance team/band
at OSHS with the greatest band director ever. We treasure those memories. We can’t
imagine how difficult this time is and will be for you - his beautiful family. Praying for
peace and comfort to surround you!

Beth and Randy Bosarge - September 22, 2020 at 05:43 PM

“

To Mr. Joe's family,, I am so sorry for your loss,, he was a great and talented man, I
only had him for Band during my senior year,, at St. Martin High,, and I am so glad
our band improved so much!!! Sweet memories,I will have forever,, Rest In Peace,
Mr. Joe!!!

Missy Lucas - September 22, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - September 22, 2020 at 03:52 PM

