Mrs. Merle Inez Nelson Salter
July 10, 2019

Mrs. Merle Inez Salter, age 79, of Vancleave, MS, passed away on Wednesday, July 10,
2019, at her home.
Mrs. Salter was born on September 22, 1939, in Foley, AL. She graduated from Foley
High School and worked as a medical transcriber and seamstress. Her hobbies included
sewing, cooking, fishing, crafting and singing.
She was preceded in death by her parents, George and Inez Nelson, husband, Larry
Salter, stepson, Mark Salter, sister, Margaret Welch and brother, Norris Nelson.
Survivors include her children, Maridon Bradley, Pamela Dilling and Christina Goeke and
stepsons, Timothy Salter, Danny Salter and Josh Salter, grandchildren, Steven Ray, Justin
Strong, Katherine Taylor, Taylor Johnston, Lilith Young, Larry Smith, Hunter Salter, Jared
Salter, Kaley Salter, Zachary Salter, great-grandchildren, Thomas Ray and Benji Bradley
and siblings, Marilyn Lambert and Wimp Nelson.
Visitation will be on Saturday, July 20, from 1pm until 2pm, with a 2pm Memorial Service,
all at the Vancleave Chapel of Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers the family prefers donations be made in her name to Alzheimer's
Association, 225 N. Michigan Ave., Floor 17, Chicago, IL. 60601, www.alz.org.
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Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Vancleave
4901 Jim Ramsay Road, Vancleave, MS, US, 39565

JUL
20

Memorial Service

02:00PM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Vancleave
4901 Jim Ramsay Road, Vancleave, MS, US, 39565

Comments

“

Maridon, we are thinking of you. Praying that God gives you peace and comfort
during this time.

lisa - July 23, 2019 at 06:07 PM

“

My Granny was a strong and amazing person that has influenced so many people
throughout her life, including my own. She has loved me through everything,
unconditionally.
When I was really little, I used to beg my mother to go to Granny and Pawpaws right
down the road. I loved spending the night over there and cuddling between Pawpaw
and Granny. I remember it was so warm and they would put their arms around me
and tell me stories or Granny would sing for me. She had such a beautiful voice. I
remember many evenings where I would sit in her sewing room while she worked
away listening to her sing.
She helped take care of my siblings and me while helping my mother complete her
bachelor's degree. She made sure we were fed, dressed nice, did our homework and
were active in our community. She used to take me to dance classes all the time
down by the park in Vancleave and eventually to Joelens next to the feedstack. She
also helped me with my homework and she was always patient with me. She taught
me to sew, crochet and cook.
It wasn't just the big things that made my Granny so loving, but the small things as
well.
I absolutely HATE the sound of giant tree roaches getting squashed. So when I was
little, my Granny squashed them for me. She would tell me to cover my ears and she
would do the dirty deed with her little slippers.
Every morning, Granny would wake me up with the same quote "Rise and shine for
the light has come.". I remember being very irritated when I was little! But right after
that was the question "What do you want for breakfast?" and I was sure to answer
"WAFFLES!". My Granny could cook some good food that she made with love in her
heart. I never once went hungry when my Granny was around.
My Granny very rarely ate when I was eating though. She usually was cleaning up

the mess while I was stuffing my face. Granny and I would eat a bowl of Golden
Flakes and talk every night after dinner. I loved those talks and I never realized how
much they would mean to me until I grew up a bit.
My Granny will continue to live on in the love she gave to others. I know I wouldn't be
who I am without her in my life and I know I am very fortunate to have gotten her
love. There is so much more I could say about her but I am going to leave it there.
Dear Gran,
I know you are at peace with Pawpaw now. I hope ya'll go fishing and hunting and
you laugh a lot. You both deserve it. You will always be in my heart Gran.
I miss you and I love you so much.
Love,
Taylor
Taylor - July 21, 2019 at 03:00 PM

“

She was a good mother. She always put her children first and she loved us. She
showed it in the ways that she cared for us. My mother, Merle, was an amazing cook
and I wish I could have her blackberry cobbler once more. She was also a very
talented seamstress. She sewed and altered clothing for many people over the
years. She made two of my prom dresses, western shirts for when I showed horses,
and, later, my children’s Halloween costumes. She loved her Grandchildren fiercely
and I don’t know how I would have gotten through college without her. She helped
me raise them for 11 years before I married and we moved away.
Even though we moved away and had separate lives I carried her with me in my
heart and mind. I carry her even now. Her love and guidance will stay with me and
my children for the rest of our lives and in that way she lives on in me and in my
children.
My mother was a complicated and beautiful person and I miss her greatly.

Christina Goeke - July 20, 2019 at 11:12 AM

“

The Middletons and Thomleys purchased the Small Garden Dish for the family of
Mrs. Merle Inez Nelson Salter.

The Middletons and Thomleys - July 19, 2019 at 03:03 PM

“

Randy Allison purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Mrs. Merle
Inez Nelson Salter.

Randy Allison - July 19, 2019 at 10:48 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mrs. Merle Inez Nelson Salter.

July 18, 2019 at 11:23 AM

“

My childhood is filled with wonderful memories at Aunt Merle's house. We seemed to
spend all the big holidays there. Everyone agreed that she was the best cook in the
family and her pecan pie was my favorite.
To me, she lived a life of quiet dignity, not needing the spotlight. Her laugh would
always make me smile and when you least expect it, she would do something for you
to let you know that she was thinking about you.
She lost her sister, my mother, less than a year ago. She was a blessing to our family
for her to be able to spend some time with my mom before she passed. My heart is
breaking all over again for Pam and Maridon and all her family. May God bless you
and comfort you.
Clifton Welch

Clifton Welch - July 16, 2019 at 10:26 PM

“

Aunt Merle was a gentle spirit who loved her family sacrificially. Her talents for
sewing, canning, needlework, cooking were shared with anyone wanting to learn.
Her chicken and dumplings, gumbo and pecan pie are legendary! She did not want
you to ever leave her house without packing you something to eat for your journey.
Soft spoken, with a quick laugh, she was a beautiful, gifted woman who blessed so
many. She will be missed...

Allison Huffman - July 16, 2019 at 10:15 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mrs. Merle Inez Nelson Salter.

July 16, 2019 at 08:25 PM

“

Merle was a lady of great dignity, grace, strength and courage - such is the legacy
she leaves to her children, family, and friends. We, Charlie & Margaret, admired her
greatly.
We extend our sympathy and love to Pam, Justin, and all members of her Family

Margaret Brenke - July 16, 2019 at 03:40 PM

“

I will never forget Merle standing in kitchen cooking fried shrimp first time I’d ever
seen someone dip them twice! They were the best I’ve ever had. She would pack us
some to take home but they would be gone before we got out of Mississippi.
Sorry for your loss Maridon and Pam.

j ray - July 15, 2019 at 06:51 PM

