Nicholas Van Wiser
March 21, 2018

When Nick Wiser was a high school student at Harding Academy in Memphis, all it took
was a few debate classes for him to know what he wanted to be when he grew up - an
attorney. Arguing and presenting with a purpose. Representing a person or a cause with
passion. That’s what Nick has done since 1987 with his good friend and legal partner of
31 years, Robert Alan Byrd. With the efforts of Nick’s loved co-workers at the firm, Byrd &
Wiser achieved a stellar reputation on the Gulf Coast.
But Nicholas Van Wiser was an attorney and much more when his life here concluded all
too soon on March 21st, 2018. He was a husband, son, big brother, uncle, friend,
community member, and on and on. Nick was born in Memphis on July 8th, 1953, the son
of the late Dr. Winfred L. Wiser, and Dr. Nell F. Wiser who survives him. He was the
adored big brother of Joan Wiser Van Hooser who passed away in 2015.
Nick spent his boyhood growing up in Tennessee, Alabama and Mississippi. Along with
learning the art of debate, Nick showed his talent in academics, in choral performances
and numerous plays. And there’s no doubt that some of those skills aided him in
becoming so effective when he took the floor in a courtroom.
In 1975, Nick graduated from Vanderbilt University receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree
with a major in philosophy. He earned his Juris Doctorate from Mississippi College in
1982. After graduation, Nick served as Law Clerk to the Honorable Presiding Justice
Vernon H. Broom of the Mississippi Supreme Court from 1982 to 1983.
The highlight of Nick’s law practice was, without question, when he met a court reporter by
the name of Cay Tittle. They started their own ‘legal partnership’ when they married March
10th, 1989.
With Ocean Springs, Mississippi as their home, Nick and Cay over the years collected an
eclectic ensemble of friends. If you were among that number, you were (and remain)
dearly cherished. Nick and friends loved watching games of their beloved New Orleans
Saints in Nick’s home-based “Big Boy Bar.” During the holidays, Nick brought to his Gulf
Coast family his boyhood tradition of grinding bars of Ivory Soap into flakes, whipping that
into foam, and flocking their Christmas tree. It was a party, an annual event, a celebration
of the season and friendship. Many of these good times were shared by Nick’s and Cay’s
canine family, Chivas and Payton.

Nick was a longtime member of the Mississippi Bar Association and the Mississippi
Bankruptcy Conference. He was honored to serve the Walter Anderson Museum of Art as
both a board member and its president. In 2016, Nick proudly wore the crown as king of
The Order of Billikins.
Along with his dear Cay, Nick Wiser is survived by a host of nieces and nephews: Jamie
Nadeau (Allison) of Charleston, South Carolina; Brittany Van Hooser (Jonnie) of Nashville,
Tennessee; Lauren Travis (Dee) of Nashville; Winfred Nadeau (Lindley) of Cottage Grove,
Minnesota; Robert Hokamp (Celeste), Rachel Hokamp, and Sara Williams, all of Biloxi;
Sister-in-law and brothers-in law: Jessie and Robin Williams of Biloxi; David Van Hooser of
Nashville.
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations may be made to the Walter Anderson
Museum of Art in Ocean Springs, Mississippi, or a charity of your choice.
The family will receive friends Tuesday evening, March 27, 2018 at the Ocean Springs
Chapel of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Visitation will continue
Wednesday, March 28, 2018 at 10:00 with a memorial service at 11:00 a.m.

Events
MAR
27

Visitation

06:00PM - 08:00PM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Ocean Springs
911 Porter Avenue, Ocean Springs, MS, US, 39564

MAR
28

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Ocean Springs
911 Porter Avenue, Ocean Springs, MS, US, 39564

MAR
28

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Ocean Springs
911 Porter Avenue, Ocean Springs, MS, US, 39564

Comments

“

Carolyn Elliott (Hemba) lit a candle in memory of Nicholas Van Wiser

Carolyn Elliott (Hemba) - March 28, 2018 at 07:57 PM

“

Dear Cay, My heart is filled with such sadness over Nick's passing. His generous
spirit and passion for life has left a wonderful impression on me. I am blessed to have
met you both at this time of my life. Nick does leave a lasting impression on all he
meets. I will miss him but am glad that you are here to carry him forward. You and
your family are in my prayers, With much love, Wayne Christenberry.

Wayne Christenberry - March 27, 2018 at 05:32 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Nicholas Van Wiser.

March 27, 2018 at 01:22 PM

“

Cay, my deepest sympathy to you. Chuck loved and appreciated Nick and had so
many stories to tell. So sad that they are both passed on too early. I still have a
poster their starring in The Odd Couple in high school. God bless you.

jenny Lynn Brewer - March 26, 2018 at 02:07 PM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Nicholas Van Wiser.

March 26, 2018 at 01:21 PM

“

When Byrd & Wiser was formed, I worked for Nick. You could not meet a better
person to work for. He was kind, funny and just an all around nice guy. He has been
my friend for over 30 years. Whenever I made it down to the Coast, I would always
go by and see him and Bob. I will miss him and I know he will be missed by so many
others. My sympathies and heartfelt condolences to Cay and his family and friends.
Sue Davin
Madison, MS

Sue Davin - March 26, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

Over the last 10 years or so, as Steve and I visited our family in Mississippi, we
enjoyed several fun times with Nick and Cay. You have been so generous and
caring, especially to my Mom and sister.
Cay, may all the fun, exciting, and wonderful memories you enjoyed with Nick bring
you comfort in knowing that, as long as Nick is remembered, he is never really gone.
We are proud to make a donation to the Walter Anderson Museum of Art, in his
memory.

Lynn & Steve Rhoads - March 26, 2018 at 09:37 AM

“

Thank you Nick for sharing a piece of your life and friendship with me. you will
always remain in spirit.... and who could ever forget that Wiser smile? Rest In Peace
in the Glory of God, until we meet again.
Steve

Steve Raub - March 26, 2018 at 09:05 AM

“

Martha Noble O’Connor lit a candle in memory of Nicholas Van Wiser

Martha Noble O’Connor - March 26, 2018 at 08:01 AM

“

Cay, may God wrap his arms around you & give you peace at this time. Hang onto your
memories. Nick was an awesome friend. God Bless.
Martha Noble O’Connor - March 26, 2018 at 08:03 AM

“

Cay, you and Nick have shared your lives with Deedee and her family with all your love and
friendship: I thank you so much for that. On every occasion that we were in Nick's
presence, he was always warm, welcoming and had the best sense of humor in the room.
He will be missed.
Lisa Mueller - March 27, 2018 at 09:54 AM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Nicholas Van Wiser.

March 26, 2018 at 07:36 AM

“

Nick was the best of the best, when he met and married my first cousin Cay he
became family but I always thought of him as a good friend. My thoughts and prayers
go out to Cay. Over the years when visiting the Mississippi Gulf Coast Nick & Cay
always welcomed, entertained, and fed me, my friends, and relatives traveling with
me in the great hospitality tradition of the Deep South. He and Cay were the most
warm welcoming hosts I have ever known and they always made you feel welcomed
and special. The resilient Wiser's always welcomed me and mine to their many
fabulous homes built or rebuilt after the devastation of storms that blew through and
flooded the Gulf Coast over the years. Nick was always warm, welcoming, and
entertaining with many interesting/entertaining stories as we dined, had a few drinks,
and hung out. He has left us much too early and will be missed by me and many
others. Rest In Peace, my friend Nick

Craig Curry - March 26, 2018 at 04:47 AM

“

I remember getting invited to the most wonderful Christmas flocking ever at Cay and
Nicks,and Nick made that experience awesome for me,from the process of the soap
to how to apply it to what had to be the most beautiful tree in the world,sorry for the
loss of a very great person,praying for you all

Davy Pearson - March 25, 2018 at 05:58 PM

“

I met Nick in 2003 when I was on a board of directors for the Chateau de la Mer in
Gulfport. He assisted us in several actions especially after hurricane Katrina. He's a
person I will never forget! RIP Nick!

Sarah Germain - March 25, 2018 at 04:17 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Nicholas Van Wiser.

March 25, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Nick . We shared a lot of fun together through out the
years . God Bless Him . He was a very good man with a big heart . Prayers for the
family .

Windy Swetman Sr. - March 24, 2018 at 11:37 PM

“

We shared many good, good times with Nick & Cay, many at the Walter Anderson
Museum. He was a great person and he will be missed by many. Please know that
he will always hold a special place in our hearts.

We love you all,
Leon and Allene Chatham
Leon &b Allene Chatham - March 24, 2018 at 08:58 PM

“

Mr Wiser: Thanks for being My great Friend!! Go You now in the grace of God.
Johnson

David W. Johnson - March 24, 2018 at 08:03 PM

“

Lavender Reflections Spray was purchased for the family of Nicholas Van Wiser.

March 24, 2018 at 04:05 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral
Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - March 24, 2018 at 12:08 PM

“

Nick was a great friend,and far from ordinary. I don't know how I can possibly find a
replacement for someone who called me Prometheus, and regularly spewed Dante's
Inferno and Shakespeare. Cay, May God see you past this time. Ike
Ike Thrash - March 27, 2018 at 04:46 PM

