Paul F. Hoffer
July 18, 2018

Paul F. Hoffer, age 97, passed away at the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) in
Gulfport, MS on July 18, 2018, with his wife Georgia at his side. Mr. Hoffer had been ill
briefly before his passing.
Paul was born in Waterloo, IA to Albert Hoffer and Susan Nuebel Hoffer. His mother died
when he was three months old and he had a sister who died before he was born. Paul
was raised by his father and step-mother, Gertrude Goetz Hoffer. He was close to his four
half-siblings, Ed, Ruth, John, and Bob, who all preceded him in death.
Paul graduated from St. Mary’s High School in Waterloo, IA in 1939. He served in the
Marine Corps during WWII in the Pacific Ocean Theater. He met his wife, Agnes
Borkowski, of Pittsfield, MA while in the Marine Corps, and they married in June 1945.
Paul returned to Waterloo and to his job with the Illinois Central Railroad. He was an
engineer in Waterloo and then in 1972, moved to Hattiesburg, MS, to work as a traveling
engineer for the Illinois Central Gulf Railroad, retiring in 1981, after 40 years. Agnes died
in 2002 and Paul married Georgia Loss of Springfield, Mo, in January 2008, at the age of
86.
Paul and Agnes raised seven children, all of whom survive him: Mary (James) Monroe of
Pickering, ON, Canada; Paulette Ziegfeld of Rocky River, OH; Pat (Dan) Foster of Iowa
City, IA; Michelle (Merlyn) Goodson of Walnut Grove, MO; Fran (James) Grigsby of
Denham Springs, LA; Paul J. Hoffer of Hattiesburg, MS; and Michael Hoffer of
Hattiesburg, MS. He is also survived by five grandchildren; four great-grandchildren; his
step-son, Darrel (Mary) Lesh; and Georgia’s family.
Paul was active in Knights of Columbus, the VFW, the American Legion, and the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. Until recently he worked four hours a week in the Lord’s Cabin at
the AFRH.
A funeral mass will be held in the chapel of the AFRH at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, July 23,
2018. Friends may visit 30 minutes prior to service. Interment will follow at Biloxi National
Cemetery. Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street, Gulfport is in charge of
arrangements.
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Comments

“

My thoughts and prayers to Mr. Hoffer' s family! If I remember correctly Dad (John
Draude) would say,"Paul was always the first if anyone needed help,ideas,input and
the like." I can only imagine how all the Oliver Street neighbors and ICRR families
are celebrating! Such awesome memories of those times on Oliver Street!
Joan (Draude) Brayer

Joan Brayer - July 26, 2018 at 03:52 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy on the death of your father from the Charles Schaefer family
in Waterloo, IA. Know that our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time and in
the days ahead. I remember your dad as quite the character! It seemed that
whenever there was a project that needed to be done the dads would get together,
work on it, pop some beers and end up hammered. . . . I think they usually got things
done though, much to our moms dismay!! Anyway, he was a good man, a great
neighbor and I know was held in high regard by our family. God's blessings to you all!
The East 4th St. Crew-Chuck and Julie Schaefer Paul and Deb Schaefer, Chris and
Jim Draude, Treese and Randy Pilkington, John and Zoe Schaefer, Mary Grayson
and Eric and Kelli Schaefer

Chris (Schaefer) Draude - July 24, 2018 at 08:40 PM

“

Mr Hoffer was highly respected by my father, John F Draude a Conductor on the IC.
They were good friends and over the years Dad made many nice comments about
Paul. The years on Oliver St hold many stories, good ones. All the Oliver alumni
deceased and loved ones were there to meet him when he arrived in Heaven. I
remember him as a nice man with a lot of pretty daughters. May all the great
memories made during his full life help sustain you during this tough time. 97, still
very sad to lose Dad. A nice man.

Dr. Joe Draude - July 23, 2018 at 11:12 PM

“

Deepest sympathy in the loss of your father. I remember him as a larger than life
man when visiting your home on Oliver Street and Sherman Ave. I always felt
welcome in your home as one of Frances’s friends. I remember thinking your home
on Sherman with the balcony was the most beautiful house in Waterloo. I hope your
many fond memories of your dad bring you comfort. MaryAnn Kaumans Noland

MaryAnn Kaumans Noland - July 23, 2018 at 10:45 PM

“

Cheryl Nelson lit a candle in memory of Paul F. Hoffer

Cheryl Nelson - July 23, 2018 at 12:41 PM

“

My dad so enjoyed their years together on the Illinois Central and spoke so highly of
your dad. I will keep him and your family in my prayers.

Bob Saunders - July 23, 2018 at 07:38 AM

“

Our family was truly blessed by Paul when he was a parishioner at Sacred Heart
Parish in Hattiesburg. He was (and still is) a great companion on our journey. Joe
and Sandy Kinnan and family, Hattiesburg

Joe and Sandy Kinnan - July 22, 2018 at 10:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. What a full life your father led and sounds so giving as are you
all. May God comfort you during your time of grief

judy scharnweber quick - July 22, 2018 at 06:17 PM

“

Paulette, Pat and Mickie sorry to hear of your loss. You and the rest of the family are
in my thoughts and prayers. Keep good mrmories close to your heart and your father
will always be with you.
Linda Delamore-Crum

Linda Delamore-Crum - July 22, 2018 at 03:32 PM

“

Pat and Paulette, so very sorry for your loss. You all our in my prayers.
Bonnie Witt Connors - July 22, 2018 at 10:51 PM

“

So sorry Georgia to hear of Pauls passing------we know he is in HEAVEN------God
bless you------Love Ron Kelly!!!!!!!!!!

Ronald kelly - July 22, 2018 at 11:07 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Hoffer family.

St. Mary's High School Alumni - July 22, 2018 at 12:38 AM

“

Paul's stories to students at Biloxi High School a few years ago will forever be my
favorite memory. No, the story about meeting Japanese veterans who also carried
the trauma of war all these years will be cemented in my mind and how meeting
them forever changed his view of his once enemy. I have many memories of Paul,
who taught me wisdom and fellowship; his love of Jesus was contagious. I'm sad for
Georgia and their families. Paul's faith in God will sustain their strength and give
them peace. I salute you Paul Hoffer, Semper Fi, with love, Rick Eyman

Rick Eyman - July 21, 2018 at 07:19 PM

“

My sincere condolences to you and family for the passing of your father.
Candace Bernard
Candace Bernard - July 22, 2018 at 01:14 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - July 19, 2018 at 02:56 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to Georgia and to the family of Mr.Paul. We are fortunate to have
spent many masses and recitation of the rosary with you. Mr Paul you were a very holy and
humble person. We will miss you.
Cynthia and Macky Dominguez - July 20, 2018 at 10:33 PM

