Peter John "Pete" Marchese
August 20, 2019

Peter John “Pete” Marchese, 83, of D’Iberville, MS passed away on Tuesday, August 20,
2019 in Gulfport. He was born August 31, 1935 in Chicago and a longtime resident of
Worth, IL before moving to Biloxi. After Katrina, Peter and Phyllis relocated to Hattiesburg
and returned to the Coast in 2015. Peter earned his Bachelor of Science degree in
Mechanical Engineering from the Illinois Institute of Technology and began his career in
the crane industry at the Whiting Corporation. Pete was later named Vice-President of
Operations at Paceco and Vice-President at CEMCO in Gulfport, spent five years at
Ingalls Shipbuilding and achieved his goal of an early retirement in 1995.
Peter was an avid golfer, served as a past Treasurer on the Board of Sunkist Country Club
and a member of Shadow Ridge Country Club in Hattiesburg. He enjoyed swimming,
family vacations, Sunday Fundays with his family, watching the Saints and you could
always find him working on a DIY project around the house and yard.
He was preceded in death by his father and mother, Andrew and Angelina Marchese of
Chicago and his youngest daughter, Laura Marchese of Biloxi.
Peter is survived by his wife of 63 years, Phyllis Marchese; his daughter, Liz (John)
Gaulke, his son Greg Marchese (Tammy Nelson); his grandchildren Sharon (Robert)
Shavers, Megan Gaulke (Trey Symington), Anna Marchese and Claire Marchese; and
great-grandchildren Kannon Varnado and Emma Shavers. He is also survived by his
sister; Delores (Jack) Charmelo. In lieu of flowers the family requests that memorial
donations be made to the Alzheimer’s Association at alz.org or 225 N. Michigan Avenue,
Floor 17, Chicago, IL 60601
Visitation will be held from 3:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 31, 2019 with a
Memorial Service at 4:00 p.m. at Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 2511 Pass Road in
Biloxi. A reception will be held immediately following the service at the Sunkist Country
Club Ballroom, 2381 Sunkist County Club Road in Biloxi.

Our family would like to thank Jeff O’Keefe Jr. and Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes for
assisting with the arrangements.
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03:00PM - 04:00PM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Pass Road
2511 Pass Road, Biloxi, MS, US, 39531
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Memorial Service

04:00PM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Pass Road
2511 Pass Road, Biloxi, MS, US, 39531

Comments

“

I last saw my Uncle Pete in 1980. I was working a sales territory here in the Bay Area
at the time and he was out here on business. I happened to be in the area where he
was working so I popped in on him. He was so very surprised to see me! And so we
sat in his office and had just a terrific conversation. It was probably the first time we
were able to talk at length outside the noise and controlled chaos of a family
gathering. Pete was a great man. A family man. And a pretty funny guy too. I'll
always remember his sense of humor. And I will always be grateful to have had him
as my uncle.

Rick Meucci - August 31, 2019 at 12:59 PM

“

Phyllis, I am so very sorry for your loss... I did not know you and Pete had moved
back to the Coast some years ago... sending love and my best thoughts for you and
your family, and hoping to see you again soon, God willing.
Laura Floyd Tucker

Laura Tucker - August 27, 2019 at 06:39 PM

“

Phyllis, our sincere condolences to you and your family. With love and prayers. Betsy
and John Rettig

Betsy Rettig - August 27, 2019 at 09:42 AM

“

I knew Pete when we worked briefly together at Paceco and later met briefly at
Ingalls shipbuilding. He was a very knowledgeable man and a pleasure to be around,
It was a pleasure to have known him. He will be missed, rest in peace.
Richard Eckert Sr.

Richard Eckert Sr. - August 27, 2019 at 08:33 AM

“

I am so fortunate to have known Pete a very special man,devoted husband and
father and a just an extremely. nice person.

dolores burns - August 26, 2019 at 02:12 PM

“

“

Thank you Delores. You’ve been a good friend to my mom and dad.
Liz Gaulke - August 27, 2019 at 01:00 AM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Peter John "Pete" Marchese.

August 26, 2019 at 01:56 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - August 26, 2019 at 09:52 AM

