Richard Aldo Garziano Sr.
April 16, 2019

Richard Aldo Garziano Sr., 69, of Henderson Point/Pass Christian, Mississippi, passed
away on Tuesday, April 16th 2019, surrounded by his family.
Richard leaves behind his loving wife of 39 years, Nancy Bowers Garziano, and his seven
children; Dori, Nicholas, Richard Jr., Stanley, Stephanie, Teresa, and Christina. Richard is
blessed with the legacy of nine grandchildren; Richard, Zane, Drew, Luca, Arabella,
Samuel, Sonny, Nico, and Levi and he is also survived by his sister, Maureen Saucier.
He is preceded in death by his mother Esther Cox Garziano and father Aldo Bresci
Garziano.
He is deeply missed by his family and friends.
Born December 15th, 1949, Richard’s life was uniquely shaped by his loving mother,
Esther, who devoted her life to her children. He was an observant child, who had a keen
understanding of the world around him. At the age of 16, he found himself working on
family owned shrimp boats, a labor that would transform him into the man that he was.
Richard, locally known as “Garzi,” was a force to be reckoned with.
From boxing trainer to master tradesman, he accomplished much in just 69 years.
Richard’s physical and mental dexterity was valuable to friends and strangers alike. In his
children’s eyes, there was nothing he could not do.
Perhaps the most revered of his many skills, was his artistry of throwing the cast net, the
means by which he fed his family. It was simply his thrill, and when the conditions were
right, there he was, amongst the mullet.
As a veteran hurricane survivor, he spent many years picking up the pieces and moving
forward in times of adversity; much like the live oaks that sprawl across his very own land,
his roots were firmly planted.
He was a gifted storyteller who could captivate an audience with his rich knowledge of
local lore that went hand and hand with his lessons learned through life experience.
Inventive and resourceful, Richard always had an opportunity to let his talents and
creativities shine. His distinct sense of humor sparked raucous laughter in all those around
him. He will always be remembered.
We love you Daddy.
In lieu of flowers, please donate to the American Stroke Association. Visit

strokeassociation.org for more information and awareness.
There will be a private service held at a later date.

Comments

“

We only met Richard once, on our way to visit my husband Rick's father in Texas.
We had a conversation about some deep things at that time, but I really got to know
Richard through Nancy, whom I met after Hurricane Katrina, while she was staying in
Newnan, GA, with her brother for a while after the hurricane. We clicked immediately
and have stayed in touch, mostly by phone--except for that one visit, all during the
years since then. I know from Nancy that Richard was a man who loved life--and
loved his family; and I know he will be greatly missed by all who knew him. I was
shocked and saddened by the news of his passing. We send our condolences to all
of his family.
Karen & Rick McAdow
Pendleton, SC
May 2, 2019

Mrs. Richard McAdow - May 02 at 10:17 AM

“

Robin Day lit a candle in memory of Richard Aldo Garziano Sr.

Robin Day - April 23 at 04:16 PM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes - April 23 at 12:59 PM

“

I will miss you brother-in-law.
My memories of Richard Garziano are easy to write..from the first time I met him to
the day that he died I knew he Loved my little sister...he loved his children..many
times I was envious of his life and of the love and the ease that he had loving them
all and I often wondered how my life would have been living my life like he did...envy

is the perfect word because he was at peace with himself and his choices everyday
that I knew him...I will miss him
Norman Bowers - April 23 at 11:55 AM

“

Garzi will be missed-such a Coast historian and keeper of the way things were-met
him when I was 16 in 1975 taught me so much about fixing my old cars fishing
crabbing he knew it all

Glenn Cason - April 22 at 11:30 PM

“

May your loving memories of Richard bring you peace, comfort, and strength always.
Love to the Garziano family, Elizabeth and Clay LeGros

Elizabeth LeGros - April 22 at 10:20 PM

“

It was an honor to know Richard. I admired his strength of character, his kindness
and willingness to help others. He was a good neighbor and friend to the Fitzpatrick
family. Richard was so full of life and so friendly. I loved hearing him tell stories about
Henderson Point's past people and places. He really brought the past to life as he
painted a picture of how life was back when. He seemed to know everybody and
everyone knew him. I will miss him dearly. His love of the Point and the outdoors will
live on in his children and grandchildren. Nancy and family I am so very sorry for your
loss. Richards love will live on in our hearts and memories.

Cindy Fitzpatrick - April 22 at 08:53 PM

“

My prayers are with this family at this time and into the future. Katherine Tooley

Katherine Tooley - April 22 at 07:24 PM

“

To my sweet and silly loving Daddy.
You spoiled me with your love and acceptance. I am finding I can cope with your loss
only because I am your daughter. What a conundrum, right Daddy? The entire time I
had you here, you were teaching and preparing me to be stronger than I ever
thought possible, and this is what it comes down to. You’re still teaching me.
Your unorthodox sense of humor is one of the many things I will miss most, but lo
and behold, your grandson Luca seems to have taken to that very trait, Dad. I’m so

honored to be your daughter. Thank you for not only being my Daddy, but my best
friend. I adore you and love you forever.
Stephanie Garziano - April 22 at 04:53 PM

