Rufus "Ruff" Enoch Turner Jr.
October 26, 2019

Rufus "Ruff" Enoch Turner, Jr., aged 76 and resident of Gulfport, MS, passed away in the
early hours of October 26, 2019, finally succumbing to his valiant battle with cancer.
Ruff was born in Hollandale, MS, to Rufus and Gertrude Turner as the second oldest of 4
children. He attended college at Delta State in Cleveland, MS, and grad school at the
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, AL, earning a Masters of Fine Arts. Ruff brought joy
and creativity to everything he touched. He was preceded in death by his son John. He is
survived by his son Barret, his grandson Samuel, his daughter Elizabeth, his son-in-law
Carlos, as well as his sisters Evelyn (m. James, deceased) and Beth (m. Clarence) and
brother Bill (m. Missy). He leaves behind a legacy of art, especially at his church St.
Peters By-the-Sea, that will surely stand as a testament to this beloved artist for years to
come.
Ruff asked to be cremated and sprinkled in all of his favorite places, even some he never
got to visit. Visitation will be at St. Peter's By-the-Sea Episcopal Church at 1901 15th
Street in Gulfport, MS, on November 4th, 2019 at 10:00am with a brief service following at
11:00am. A reception in the fellowship hall will also follow the service with, in accordance
to Ruff's wishes, all the beer and wine needed for a good Episcopalian party.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street, Gulfport is in charge of arrangements. View
and sign register books at www.bradfordokeefe.com

Events
NOV
4

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. Peter's by the Sea Episcopal Church
1909 15th Street, Gulfport, MS, US, 39501

NOV
4

Service

11:00AM

St. Peter's by the Sea Episcopal Church
1909 15th Street, Gulfport, MS, US, 39501

Comments

“

Will miss Ruff's wonderful stories and his smile. May God's Light Perpetual shine on
Ruff and his family. He is now home.

Michele Klaes - November 03 at 03:03 PM

“

Wonderful person and great uncle. Many great memories fishing on the banks of the
Deer Creek, in Hollandale, MS. I always loved pouring over all of his art stored at my
Grandmother's house. Very talented and loving person. Will definitely be missed.
~Matthew "Matt" Enoch Turner

Matt Turner - October 30 at 12:31 PM

“

I met Ruff in 1966 during fraternity rush. He was a senior; me a freshman. As he was older
and wiser I sought his counsel many times. We lost, but reconnected at reunions for the
past five or six years. He always had a story, a warm smile, and plenty of time to share with
me. I will forever have fond memories of Ruff and of the adventures we shared when we
were young and not so young. Barret and Elizabeth I am sad for you loss. I too feel that
loss. Ken Dahl
Ken Dahl - October 31 at 05:32 PM

“

Ruff and I were teacher colleagues in the Biloxi Public Schools in the late 1960’s. He and I
designed and built a set for The Biloxi LITTLE Theatre for which we won an award. I
enjoyed his friendship back then and more recently at church in Gulfport. Ruff was a talent
who rose to meet any challenge. A good man, a gentle soul.
Gene Meeks - November 02 at 01:53 PM

“

Thanks for the art lessons and memories.
Debbie Clegg
Palestine/Wheatley School District, retired
Debbie Clegg - November 13 at 12:46 PM

