Russell Douglas Thompson
October 3, 2020

Russell Douglas Thompson, noted civic leader, passed away peacefully at home
surrounded by family on October 3, 2020 in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. Born in Jackson,
MS on May 16, 1937, Mr. Thompson was raised in Jackson, graduated from Columbia
Military Academy in Columbia, TN in 1955, from Millsaps College in 1959, and from the
University of Mississippi School of Law in 1964. Mr. Thompson was commissioned as a
Judge Advocate in the United States Air Force in 1966, serving in Vietnam, and on Air
Force bases in Myrtle Beach, SC, Charleston, SC, and Biloxi, MS until leaving active duty
in 1976. He continued his military duty in the Reserves of the Judge Advocate General's
Department until his honorable retirement from the Air Force in June 1990. While on duty
at Charleston Air Force Base, SC, Mr. Thompson was selected to attend Air Command
and Staff College at the Air University at Maxwell AFB, Montgomery AL, in 1973-1974.
During that period of duty, Mr. Thompson also attained and received a Master's Degree in
Public Administration from Auburn University at Montgomery, AL. While on duty in
Vietnam, Mr. Thompson received the Bronze Star medal with valor. In 1970, Mr.
Thompson was named as the Outstanding Young Judge Advocate in the Air Force and
received the Kuhfeld Award for this honor by the Secretary of the Air Force.
After leaving active duty in 1976, Mr. Thompson began a general law practice in Ocean
Springs, MS where he was very active in the community, especially his church, the First
Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs. He was elected an Elder in 1976 and served the
church in many capacities over the years prior to his death. While retired from his law
practice, Mr. Thompson was commissioned as a Certified Lay Pastor and was called to
serve the First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale, MS as Pastor from 2009 to 2020. Mr.
Thompson was a long-standing member of the Ocean Springs Rotary Club, for which he
served as President in two different terms. He participated for many years with the Ocean
Springs Chamber of Commerce, on its Board of Directors and as President, and with the
Ocean Springs YMCA as a Board Member and as President for two years. He also served
with the Jackson County Board of Directors for the United Way and as its President for a
two-year term. Mr. Thompson was a life member of the Air Force Association, serving as
President. Mr. Thompson served the Jackson County Bar Association over a number of

years as Secretary, and later as its President. From his arrival in Ocean Springs in 1974,
Mr. Thompson has been a member of Ocean Springs Yacht Club, and over the years,
served on its Board of Governors in many different positions, including Commodore in
1977. He was an avid boater, and for many years enjoyed sailing and racing his own and
the club boat, as well as motoring in the Gulf, especially to any of the barrier islands.
Mr. Thompson is survived by his wife of 59 years, Lucy Mobley Thompson, his children,
Melissa Thompson Webb (Mark) and Douglas Russell Thompson (Ashley), and his
grandchildren Sam and Anne Russell Webb and Jack and Cate Thompson. He is
preceded in death by his parents, James Grant and Elizabeth Russell Thompson, and a
brother, James Grant Thompson, III.
Interment will take place in a private graveside service at the ancestral church in Edinburg,
MS. A memorial service to celebrate Russell’s life will be held at a later date.
Honorary Pallbearers are Elders of the First Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs, and
of the First Presbyterian Church of Lucedale, Commissioned Ruling Elders of the
Presbytery of Mississippi, and members of the Jackson County Bar Association.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the Dr. James Grant
Thompson textbook endowment at the University of Mississippi School of Medicine by
contacting Natalie Hutto at (601) 984-2306 or nhutto@umc.edu, the Millsaps College
Scholarship Fund at 1701 N. State St., Jackson, MS 39202, or to the First Presbyterian
Church of Ocean Springs, MS.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home is honored to serve this family.

Comments

“

To Melissa and family,
Please accept my sincerest condolences. I pray that God will comfort and guide you
during this time of grief.
Peace, Deon Miles

Deon Miles - October 09 at 01:02 PM

“

To Lucy , Melissa and Doug, our heartfelt condolences are with you and family.
Prayers to all of you during this time.
Much love,
Tom and LaRue

Tom Eldringhoff - October 07 at 07:58 PM

“

Melissa- I am so sorry for your loss. Lossing a parent is difficult - you will be in my
thoughts and prayers. Interestingly enough you were in a conversation I had recently
with my daughter. It has been so long since our Ole Miss days but loved my other
"Thompson" friend.
Susan Thompson Madden

Susan Madden - October 07 at 02:02 PM

“

Prayers to the family for the loss of a great man, a true professional who contributed
to improve the quality of life for others in many ways. He will be missed.

Karl Steinberger - October 07 at 11:11 AM

“

No finer person have I ever had the pleasure of knowing. Commodore Thompson will
long be missed at the Ocean Springs Yacht Club and The Mississippi Gulf Coast.
Lucy, please know we all send our love and would love to be hugging you at this sad
time. For now, how about an I O U?

Barney Banks - October 06 at 02:13 PM

“

I was very sad to hear about Russell's passing. My condolences to Lucy, his children
and many friends. I worked for him during tax season and got to know him to be a
very sweet man, who was kind and considerate. A man of character, intellect, and
humor and will be missed by many.
Respectfully,

Fay Moseley
fay moseley - October 06 at 09:45 AM

“

Russell was a wonderful friend and a very nice person. The older you get, the more
you realize how important niceness is. I will espescially miss him on our Mike West
tours around the Gulf Coast and further north.
Love,
Bob & Patti Erskine

Bob & Patti Erskine - October 05 at 08:16 PM

“

Lucy, Douglas, and Melissa, may God bless you and comfort you at this time. Joy
and I have known all of you since we were church members in the 1970's. Russell
and I had a mutual greeting when we attended Edna's Bible classes: "Shalom." And
when I see Russell again, I fully expect this to be what he tells me when me meet the
first time.
Shalom,
Robert and Joy

ROBERT Melvin NEWTON II - October 05 at 02:55 PM

“

I will miss my buddy Russell.
Best to the family and friends.
Dick Juge

Dick Juge - October 05 at 01:09 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Lucy and the family. Many years ago, Russ mentored me
as a young and green Judge Advocate at Keesler AFB. I was so looking forward to
seeing him and Lucy again in Chattanooga for a reunion. He was a fine and
outstanding man, mentor, and attorney. We will delay our reunion with each other to
a far better time and place. Rest peacefully, my brother, until we meet again.

Judge Bruce C. Bennett - October 05 at 11:58 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. He was truly one of the nicest person I’ve had the pleasure of
knowing.

Joe and Janet Miller - October 05 at 11:10 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear about Russell. We claimed each other as kin since my family
was a Russell and my middle name was Russell. He was a wonderful man that will
be missed by many.
My thoughts and prayers are with the family as you go through this difficult time.
Angels around!!!
Elna Brendel

Elna Brendel - October 04 at 09:47 PM

“

Russell was a good friend and email buddy for many years. I knew him as a lawyer,
an elder at church, and even for several years as a piano student. He practiced and
relearned alot of what he had lost (forgotten) since he had last had lessons when he
was only 9 years old and he was middle aged when he decided to try again to learn
to play. He was a man of many talents and had a good heart and a wonderful wife - I
remember they were one of the first couples to come and talk to us back when I first
moved here and we joined the OSYC back in the 80's. I think he also was a
commodore of that club and he was once the preacher there for a funeral that was
held there. I remember his talking very fondly about a mutual friend who had passed
away.

Linda Bishop - October 04 at 06:10 PM

“

Martha O’Connor lit a candle in memory of Russell Douglas Thompson

Martha O’Connor - October 04 at 06:08 PM

“

Charlene Cherota lit a candle in memory of Russell Douglas Thompson

Charlene Cherota - October 04 at 05:06 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - October 04 at 12:36 PM

