Wayland Ross Clifton Jr.
May 29, 2020

Wayland Ross Clifton, Jr., age 78, passed away peacefully on May 29, 2020 after a long
battle with respiratory disease. Wayland is survived by Eileen, his wife of 46 years, and
three children, Colin, Victoria, and Ashley.
Born and raised in Kosciusko, Mississippi, Wayland played high school football and later
attended Delta State University on a football scholarship, where he earned a Bachelor’s of
Science degree in Education. Wayland had a life-time love of college football and was a
devoted fan of the Ole Miss football program, especially.
Wayland spent of much of his life in Gainesville, Florida, where he had a celebrated career
in law enforcement. After serving as Chief Deputy of the Alachua County Sheriff’s
Department for six years, he became Chief of Police of Gainesville, a title he held from
1985 through 1996. During his tenure as Chief, he gained national attention for leading the
Gainesville Police Department as it conducted the murder investigations of five University
of Florida students—a terrible time which came to be known as the “Student Homicides,”
and which eventually culminated in the arrest and execution of serial killer Danny Rolling.
Wayland received acclimation from city officials for his cool-headed management during
the crisis, which almost paralyzed the city.
Wayland also gained wide recognition for his Convenience Store Anti-robbery program,
which was developed by him and other G.P.D. staff. The program resulted in a dramatic
decline in convenience store robberies and homicides, and it became a model for new
Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) guidelines from the U.S.
Department of Labor.
But Wayland’s most important innovation as Chief might have been his Community
Oriented Policing (COPs) program, which improved the relationship between law
enforcement and citizens in high-crime neighborhoods. For this and other achievements,
he was honored by the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) by being
named the inaugural recipient of the Webber Seavey Award in 1993.
Throughout his years in law enforcement, Wayland maintained a great friendship with
Rosa B. Williams, a legendary political activist and pillar of Gainesville’s African-American
community. He will be missed by many Gainesville citizens as well as former and acting
personnel of the G.P.D.

After his tenure as Chief of Police, Wayland served as Chief Probation Officer at the
Florida Department of Juvenile Justice from 1997 to 2010. He spent his last years as a
retiree in Pass Christian, Mississippi, where he enjoyed close ties to family throughout the
state. He always continued to support his beloved Ole Miss football team.
A private family Memorial Mass of Christian Burial will be held at the St. Thomas Catholic
Church in Long Beach.
Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street in Gulfport, is honored to serve this family.

Comments

“

In 1976, Wayland befriended a University of Florida Surgery resident who lived next
door to him in Gainesville. I was an LSU fan and he was an Ole Miss fan. We shared
a close friendship until 1982 when I finished residency and moved to South Florida to
practice Urology. After that we did not get to visit often but he remained a life force
for me whom I considered a true friend. I thought I knew him well until I read all the
accomplishments noted in his obituary. I then understood the depth of the man.
I am now back in Gainesville and have found that his legacy lives on.
I am proud to have known Wayland and to have shared time with him. He will be
missed. My sincere condolences to Eileen and the family.
Michael Dennis MD

Michael Dennis MD - June 03, 2020 at 08:49 PM

“

RIP Chief. Chief Clifton hired me at the Gainesville Police Department, starting my
service on January 8th, 1990. My first meeting with the Chief was playing flag football
with him and other GPD officers prior to my start date. I could never forget his
signature knee high socks. He was a competitor. I don't know of too many top Cops
that would bond with their troops off duty. Nothing but respect for him. He knew
everyone's name at the department.
Roger B. Taylor, Jr. ID #0163

Roger B. Taylor, Jr. - June 03, 2020 at 07:00 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Wayland Ross Clifton Jr..

June 03, 2020 at 01:58 PM

“

Lorraine McDonald lit a candle in memory of Wayland Ross Clifton Jr.

Lorraine McDonald - June 01, 2020 at 07:22 PM

“

My condolences to all his family. He and I spent years playing together. I am one of his first
cousins.
Eugenia (Jean Smith) Lowe - June 02, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

Condolences to the family and may he Rest In Peace.

Patti Wittmann - June 01, 2020 at 03:23 PM

“

We always had such wonderful times in Gainesville. All of you were such dear
friends and it saddens me that we have all lost touch through the years. I will always
think of Tori and how cute she was a a little girl and what great friends she was with
Kacie and Tara. However, you cannot take away the fond memories or the closeness
we all shared in the late 80's. Here is to you Wayland and thank you for being such a
good friend to all of us. May you and WD find each other and become Police Chief
and City Manager again in the after life. Eileen, I know you lost the love of your life.
You are blessed to have found each other and lived a life of happiness.
Debbie Higginbotham

Debbie Higignbotham - June 01, 2020 at 03:09 PM

“

In 1987 our family moved to Hamiltion Heights on Newberry Road. One day a tiny
little girl with HUGE brown eyes walked up to our driveway with her teenage
babysitter. She must have seen our 3 year old daughter in the yard and was
interested in meeting her. From that day forward we had new family members.
Wayland and Eileen, became like family to us. Our two girls became best friends and
took turns playing at our houses. They lived behind us but about 2 houses down. I
will never forget watching them walk through the back to Wayland’s house the first
time, holding hands. Wayland was one of a kind. He was passionate about life and
his family. I will miss him. Rest in Peace, Chief.
steve acree
Brooker Fla

stephen e acree - June 01, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the entire family .I know Jonathan was truly in love with his poop
Waylynn May he rest in eternal peace .
The Keating family
Baltimore, Md
margaret keating -Theis - June 01, 2020 at 04:23 PM

“

Wayland was a kind honest man and a great Chief. I have awesome memories of him
playing quarterback on the weekends at SFCC. He will be missed. Retired Gpd Officer Rod
Scott
Rod Scott - June 02, 2020 at 11:02 AM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes - June 01, 2020 at 09:31 AM

