Edward Charles Krecker, M.D.
February 1, 2019

Edward Charles Krecker, M.D. of Ocean Springs entered the greater life on February 1,
2019.
Dr. Krecker was born in Louisville, KY, on November 8, 1932 and had been a coastal
resident since 1975. He earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the University of
Louisville, a pharmacy degree from the University of Kentucky, and a medical degree from
University of Louisville. He practiced family medicine in Louisville, KY, until he was called
to serve in Thailand and Fort Knox, KY, as a battalion surgeon. Following his Army duty,
he completed a residency in Pathology. As a board certified pathologist, he served as
Chief of Pathology at the Gulf Coast Veterans’ Medical Center for twenty years, retiring in
1995. He continued his military career in the Mississippi Air National Guard, retiring with
the rank of Brigadier General.
He was preceded in death by his mother, Elizabeth Ulrich Krecker. He is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Judith Anne Thomas, son Martin (Kelly) of Mobile, AL, daughters
Elizabeth Ghamsari (Reza) of Los Angeles, CA, and Deidre Childers (Kyle) of Marion,
Illinois and eight grandchildren, Martin Jr. and Amy Krecker, Arman Edward and Hannah
Judith Ghamsari, and Mason, Kate, Alec, and Tessa Childers. He is also survived by his
sister, Elizabeth Pfister, and numerous nieces and nephews.
Dr. Krecker was a voracious reader, a trivia buff, a lover of music, movies, and theater and
a great story teller who always delivered a joke with impeccable timing and wit. He was an
enthusiastic spectator of sports, his favorites being his Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville
Cardinals, and New Orleans Saints. He lived a full life, traveling the world with his wife,
playing golf and card games, and visiting family. He considered his wife, children, and
grandchildren to be the greatest blessings of his life. A member of the Ocean Springs
YMCA, he enjoyed socializing more than exercising. He was a daily patron of Coffee
Fusion, where he and his friends, especially Jim Lancaster, liked sharing stories and
solving the problems of the world. He led a full life that he called exciting, fun and
gratifying, completed by the love of his wife. Always quick to laugh, he especially enjoyed
time spent with his friends. People smiled at his gregariousness, his joie de vivre, and

friendly joking.
A faithful communicant of St. John’s Episcopal Church, he served as vestry member,
Junior Warden, lay reader, usher, and member of the men’s Saints and Sinner’s Club. He
was also affiliated with numerous professional and military organizations.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to St John’s Building Fund or Notre Dame
Hospice.
A visitation will be held Thursday, February 7, from 5-8pm, at Bradford O’Keefe Funeral
Home, Ocean Springs. The funeral will be Friday, February 8, at 2pm at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, Ocean Springs, followed by a reception in the parish hall. There will be
a private internment service at the Biloxi National Cemetery at a later date.
The Ocean Springs Chapel of Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - February 06 at 04:17 PM

“

Judy, we are so sorry to hear that Ed has passed. Mom sends her love too. Wanda
Carter, and Candy and Don Pedigo.

Candace Pedigo - February 08 at 12:16 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Dr K’s passing he and Judy were truly a special couple to Charlie
and me. I have so many memories of my time working for Ed in Louisville on Durret
Lane and Preston Highway. Not a day passed that Ed didn’t have something funny to
say or tell. He delivered our daughter Sherri in 1964. We’ll keep Judy and family in
our prayers.
Love
Charlie and Sylvia Hauck

Sylvia Hauck - February 08 at 07:24 AM

“

Serenity Wreath was purchased for the family of Edward Charles Krecker, M.D..

February 07 at 08:46 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - February 07 at 03:14 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Edward Charles Krecker, M.D..

February 07 at 09:42 AM

“

66 files added to the album LifeTributes

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Homes - February 06 at 02:45 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of Edward Charles Krecker, M.D..

February 06 at 11:57 AM

“

We will miss you a lot Pops. Your strong presence is still felt through your spirit, and I
know you are still talking to me from heaven. As a grandchild, I learned the
importance of conversation through you. You were always engaged and willing to
converse about any topic at hand. This made us feel loved and cared for every time
we saw or talked to you.

Arman Ghamsari - February 04 at 11:57 PM

“

Ed was at the center of his loving family with my cousin, Judy. He was a man of great
intelligence matched only by his quick wit and genuine friendliness to all he met. He
lived a full, active, interesting, fulfilling life and will be missed by all who had the
opportunity to meet him. My heartfelt feelings to all his family. Love, Cousin Jackie
Lou

Jackie Lou Thomas - February 04 at 11:15 PM

“

Dr. Krecker visited our office regularly throughout the year, and I always looked
forward to the time spent with him. His joy was contagious, and I’ll miss his jokes and
laughter. May we all know the love of life he displayed! My love and thoughts are with
you, his family, and his many friends. Ours days have less light with his passing.

Amy J Carter - February 04 at 10:02 PM

“

Dr. Krecker was an amazing man. He will be deeply missed. I am so fortunate to
have had him in my life. We love the Krecker family as our own. Thanks for the
memories Dr.K
- Karen Szmurlo

karen szmurlo - February 04 at 08:52 PM

“

Very sad to have lost my wonderful grandfather. Always offered the greatest advice
and was willing to share his wisdom and make us feel loved. I will always fondly
remember the many Christmases we spent together in California and our visits to
Biloxi. Pops was widely loved and will be missed dearly.

Hannah Ghamsari - February 04 at 07:30 PM

“

Dear Elizabeth, Marty, Deidre, and Judy,
I am so sad to hear of your loss. Many memories and bits of wisdom he passed
along came flooding in. I loved his gruff sense of humor. I remember when he told
me that the most common answer to any medical question is “3” and I have shared
that often. And remember when we all got certified in open water diving together in
Cozumel? What a lucky man that he had with all of you and your families in his life
and you him. My prayers are with all of you.
Love,

Shirley
Shirley Scott - February 04 at 06:27 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford O'Keefe - February 04 at 04:43 PM

“

Spent five years as neighbors of Dr. Krecker and his wonderful family on Holly Hills
Dr., could not have had better neighbors and friends!
So very sorry to hear of Ed's passing, we loved you dearly!
Gaetane Addison, Kimberly and Rob.

Gaetane Addison - February 04 at 04:22 PM

