James Stephens Dick
May 10, 2020

James Stephens Dick was born in Portland, Oregon to Philip Van Dick and Audrey
Brownrigg Dick. He spent most of his youth in New Roads, Louisiana.
He is preceded in death by his parents and a sister, Susan Parker. He is survived by his
wife, Mary Gene Hatten Dick of 52 years; his daughters Karen Vidal of Irvine, California,
Sonya Tafolla of Aliso Viejo, California, and Stephanie (Jason) Robert of Cumming,
Georgia; Six grandchildren, Daniel Vidal of Brazil, Alex Vidal, Jailyn Sands and Danielle
Kline of California and Emily Robert and Jaxon Robert of Georgia and 4 great
grandchildren. He is also survived by two sisters, Nancy (Vince) Rota of Anacortes,
Washington, and Barbara Lewis of Seattle, Washington; and one brother, Douglas Timms
of Portland, Oregon.
Steve grew up in New Roads, Louisiana. He graduated high school from Jefferson Military
College. Steve graduated from United States Military Academy (West Point), graduating in
1959 - “None so fine as ‘59”. He was a second-generation graduate of West Point,
following in his father’s footsteps. While in the Army he was an Army Ranger, member of
the 101st Airborne and a Green Beret. After leaving the service he moved to the
aerospace field by testing engines at Pratt and Whitney in Florida before relocating to the
Mississippi Gulf Coast where he worked at both General Electric and Boeing. During his
time at Boeing, he tested the first stage engines of the Saturn V vehicle including those
used on the Apollo 11 moon landing mission. He then transitioned to the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) working with the Space Shuttle program
moving from testing to management. For his service at NASA, he received the Exceptional
Service Medal and was recognized in the NASA Legend Series.
Steve enjoyed flying small planes and served on the Gulfport/Biloxi Airport Advisory Board
representing Pass Christian during the 1970s. He was an avid golfer and longtime
member of Pass Christian Isles Golf Club. Steve was a member of First United Methodist
Church, the Pass Christian Yacht Club, and a past member of the Metropolitan Dinner
Club. In service to his community, Steve volunteered on the Pass Christian Chamber of

Commerce including two terms as Chamber President. After Katrina, Steve worked on the
Pass Christian Recovery non-profit 501c3, handling funds donated to Pass Christian and
continued his service on the Zoning Board of Adjustments for many years.
During his declining years, Steve suffered several ailments none of which kept him from
being the vibrant individual he was all through his life.
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to First United Methodist Church, 2301 15th
Street, Gulfport, MS 39501, or the National Aphasia Association, P. O. Box 87, Scarsdale,
NY 10583.
The family would like to thank all his doctors in Ocean Springs, New Orleans and Gulfport
who worked with Steve over the years. They would also like to thank the staff at Memorial
Hospital who cared for Steve in his last days and the entire support staff who stood with
the family during Steve’s transition.
Do to the COVID19 virus a private service will be held with a Memorial Service to follow at
a later date.
Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street in Gulfport, is honored to serve this family.

Comments

“

Mary Gene and Steve are the two nicest people I have met since moving to the
Coast. They always put a smile on my face for their kindness and friendly
acceptance. My condolences to all the family members. Lovingly, , Donna Newton

Donna Newton - May 20, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss, Mary Gene. I have many fond memories of Steve at work.
In addition to his technical expertise, I also enjoyed his humor & wit. He was a
supportive co-worker & manager, sharing his knowledge, expertise, & sense of
humor. I'm praying you find peace & comfort during this difficult time.
Missy F.

Missy Ferguson - May 19, 2020 at 10:27 AM

“

Our deepest condolences, Mary Gene, for your loss. Steve always meant so much to
Cindy and me.. His wit and friendliness was second only to his dedicatiin to his family
and his pride in NASA. He will always be remembered fondly and sorely missed by
all that knew him.

Randy and Cindy Canady - May 17, 2020 at 09:27 PM

“

So terribly sorry to hear of Steve’s death, and my heart is with you, Mary Gene. He
was truly an icon at Stennis, and was always kind and supportive. I could always
count on him to brighten my day. May you and your family find all the comfort that
your faith, family and friends can provide.

Marcia Stewart - May 14, 2020 at 01:02 PM

“

Mary Gene, I am so sorry to hear of Steve’s passing. I first met Steve in the 1990’s at
Stennis. His quick wit and humor had a way of making people smile. He will be
missed. You and your beautiful daughter are in my thoughts and prayers as you face
the days ahead.

Debbie Cagle - May 14, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

Steve was a valuable member of GFUMC. I will miss him.
roy

roy - May 13, 2020 at 12:33 PM

“

My heartfelt condolences and prayers to Mary Gene and family! Steve will forever be
cherished as a great guy and wonderful boss! His smile will be missed, but his
kindness never forgotten. God Bless and Strengthen You All!
Barry Robinson

Barry Robinson - May 13, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

Steve was a teacher, an advisor and a friend during my days working with him at
NASA. Always enjoyed our conversations at meetings and social gatherings. I was
proud to know he and his wife for all those years. May God provide peace to Mary
Gene and the rest of the family in his passing. Ron Magee

Ron Magee - May 12, 2020 at 11:09 PM

“

Mary Gene,
Please accept my sincere sympathy in the loss of your husband. I’m glad I had the
opportunity to meet him at Church. May happy memories bring you comfort and
peace. Irma Elizabeth Knight

Elizabeth Knight - May 12, 2020 at 08:57 PM

“

What a man! I will always remember this guy for his service to his country and to his
church! Another thing I will remember is the humor he always exhibited even in his
declining state the guy could always make me laugh! RIP my friend!

dennis brooks - May 12, 2020 at 06:27 PM

“

James always had a kind word and a big smile each time he greeted me. Mary Gene
you and your family are in my prayers during this difficult time. You are in good hands
with your pastor, Claire and your church family.
With each breath may you know the peace of God,
Love,
Rachel
Rev. Rachel Benefield-Pfaff
Leggett UMC

Rachel Benefield - May 12, 2020 at 05:49 PM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes - May 12, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Steve was one of my favorite Centurions and always supported the Military Affairs
committees and events on the Coast. It was an honor and a privilege to know him.
Colleen Kershaw
Colleen Kershaw - May 12, 2020 at 06:00 PM

“

Mary Gene, my sincere sympathy goes out to you. I hope you find comfort in knowing that
love and memories last forever. Blessings to all the family.
Dot Hopkins - May 13, 2020 at 09:37 AM

