Mr. Joseph Souza
March 20, 2018

Mr. Joseph Souza, age 76, of Ocean Springs, MS, passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
March 20, 2018, in Gulfport, MS.
Mr. Souza was born on July 29, 1941 in Fall River, MA. He served in the US Air Force
from 1960-1985. He was stationed in Texas, England, Pentagon and KAFB, where he
retired as a First Sergeant of a student squadron. Mr. Souza taught AFJROTC at Biloxi
High School from 1985-1999 and taught AFJROTC at St. Martin High School from 20002008, returning for another year before retiring. He was Catholic, a member of St.
Alphonsus Catholic Church and a 4th degree Knight of Columbus.
Mr. Souza was preceded in death by his parents and a son.
Survivors include his bride Marie, children, grandchildren and great- grandchildren.
Visitation will be on Sunday, March 25, from 5pm until 7pm at the Ocean Springs Chapel
of Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home. On Monday, March 26, there will be an 11am Mass of
Christian Burial at St. Alphonsus Catholic Church. Burial will follow in Biloxi National
Cemetery.
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Comments

“

Marie,
I am so sorry to hear of Sarge's passing. He was one of a kind. He was the kind of
man that the children loved even when he scolded them. I loved the way he spoke of
you as his bride. He loved you and his family. He will be missed by all of those with
whom he worked.
Elizabeth McAnally
Sped/ GED teacher (retired)
SMHS

Elizabeth McAnally - May 10, 2018 at 09:10 AM

“

When I first started teaching JROTC, he gave me lots of practical ideas for drill
competitions and teaching student drill. I tried to mimic the excellent moves his drill
teams had. I am so sorry to hear he's gone on, but as long as we have our memories
of our time with him, he will always be with us. My prayers for the family are surely
there. MSgt Carey

Diana M. Carey - March 28, 2018 at 03:29 PM

“

It was an honor and privilege to have known MSgt Souza. When I first started
teaching JROTC, MSgt Souza and SMSgt Butler were superb role models and
mentors to me. Thank you Joe for your dedicated service to our nation and
community. I sincerely believe that we are all better for having known you. Rest well.
Ed Butler

Ed Butler - March 26, 2018 at 09:53 AM

“

Sincere condolences to Joe's family. We were friends for many years and he was a
faithful volunteer at the Retiree Activities Office serving his fellow veterans. He will be
greatly missed by all that knew him. Joe was well known for his dedication to the
students of JROTC. We all miss you Joe!
Ivan McAllister

Ivan McAllister - March 25, 2018 at 04:34 PM

“

Such a wonderful man. He loved his cadets as if we were his own children. When I
joined ROTC at St. Martin I didn’t think I would fit in but Sarge helped me through my
first year and made it so much easier and a lot of fun. He will be greatly missed.
“Happy Friday Sarge”

cassie hopkins - March 24, 2018 at 12:03 AM

“

Shonda Reddix J Flight sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr. Joseph Souza

Shonda Reddix J Flight - March 23, 2018 at 11:25 PM

“

Shonda Reddix J Flight lit a candle in memory of Mr. Joseph Souza

Shonda Reddix J Flight - March 23, 2018 at 11:24 PM

“

Sgt. Souza was the best Jrotc ever always smiling and always wanted the best for
you I'm gonna miss him so much one thing about him and i. Is that I knew that I was
one his favorites I'll never forget our drills and joining kitty hawk you were not going
to fail with him on board I salute sergeant Souza. I'm from. J Flight we were #1 Rip
from Shonda Reddix

Shonda Reddix J Flight - March 23, 2018 at 11:23 PM

“

I have read all the other tributes And they were all about his recent Junior ROTC
days. I would like to share one about the sergeant Souza I knew… The early
Souza...The one I knew back in the 70s and 80s when we were active duty
instructors together at Keesler. And I will tell you that the early Souza and the most

recent Souza are one in the same! He was born with a passion for teaching, and I
learned more from him than I did from the formal instructor training sessions that we
all attended! He was a tough professional when he had to be, but Always willing to
go the extra mile with that student who is having trouble with material.
doyle payne - March 23, 2018 at 08:36 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Joseph Souza.

March 23, 2018 at 05:52 PM

“

Sgt. Souza, I never was in ROTC...but I always saw you in the halls and you were
always very nice each time we spoke. May you be at peace and may your loved
ones find comfort until you reunite with them.

Shayne Baca - March 23, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

MSgt Souza was a name that was always associated with excellence in the
AFJROTC. When I was first introduced to the program as a young TSgt, his name
was at the forefront of Biloxi's JROTC program. And now as a new Aerospace
Science Instructor for Bay High School, his name and legacy still lives on. MSgt,
Thank you for your service.
Very respectfully,
MSgt(ret) Karen Chachere

Karen - March 23, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

Sgt Souza made a significant impact on my life and many others. He would always
complain about us but I never doubted he had our best interests at heart. He'll be
missed!

Scott Rustenhaven - March 23, 2018 at 12:06 PM

“

Me Souza thought me a lot growing up, he always kept us on our toes and always
made us laugh. The best shoe shiner there ever was! He was everybody’s
FAVORITE jrotc teache.. by far! Such an amazing person who had a full fun filled life

elyssa przyborowski - March 23, 2018 at 07:48 AM

“

Rest in peace Mr.Joe you will be missed! Prayers being sent to the family!
Jen X

Jen Glynos - March 23, 2018 at 03:26 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Elisabeth - March 22, 2018 at 11:48 PM

“

So very sadden to hear this ,, my prayers and thoughts are with the family... We sure
loved him at SMHS Cafeteria In 2005 he always came in with a smile on his face and
a Happy Friday ... Made us smile .

Dana Jarrett - March 22, 2018 at 10:59 PM

“

I have so many fond memories of Sgt Souza! He touched the lives of everyone. Even
though he was tough you knew he loved you and cared about us all. He had so
many funny sayings and jokes. He will certainly be missed!

Lazaire Bradley Martin - March 22, 2018 at 10:18 PM

“

Sgt. Souza would always tell us “This is world’s smallest violin playing just for you!”
To make us realize our problems were just temporary and that you would overcome!

Benjamin Ripy - March 22, 2018 at 09:50 PM

“

“This is the world’s smallest violin playing just for you!”

Benjamin Ripy - March 22, 2018 at 09:45 PM

“

The love Sgt Souza had for his cadets was like the love he showed to his on kids.
Not a day or year goes by that we don’t think of you. Forever grateful for your mark
you made on our lives. We love you and you will be missed. God Bless

Mary Miller - March 22, 2018 at 07:45 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Ronald Weeks - March 22, 2018 at 01:48 PM

“

MSgt Souza will be GREATLY missed by myself, my husband and ALL of the
AFJrROTC unit of Biloxi High. He was a mentor, a confident to us all. He was tough
and soft all at once. He was serious, he was a jokster.
Mrs. Marie, may God hear your sorrow and help ease the pain. We love you as much
as we loved our beloved Sarge. He is now watching over all his "hemroids" and
probably laughing at us!

Kim Smith - March 22, 2018 at 12:03 PM

“

No words can describe the love so many of us have for Sgt Souza. He made
everyday brighter and he made sure we knew we were loved. He will me missed so
deeply.

Peggy Carr Racey - March 22, 2018 at 09:57 AM

“

Sgt Souza was an awesome instructor and mentor. He made my three years of
JROTC at BHS a good one. Even if you didnt take ROTC, you knew who he was. He
will be truly missed.

Gillian Dukes - March 22, 2018 at 06:54 AM

“

I remember a lot about high school but the most important days were in the rotc
program with Sgt Souza and Butler Souza was always there for his students no
matter what situation may occur always had solid advice on how to be a better
person and prepare you for the future he will surely be missed.

Joe Olinger - March 22, 2018 at 02:23 AM

“

RIP Sarge you will be missed. Sending Prayers for his family and friends.

Nola Mata - March 21, 2018 at 10:53 PM

“

Words cannot not express the heartfelt sympathy that I have for the Souza Family.
Chief MSgt Souza was one of the best mentors I had growing up. He set the
foundation for many of us in JROTC. He taught us how to be disciplined, responsible
and aim high. He will truly be missed. I know he left an amazing legacy behind. R. I.
H. Sir we love you always The Souza Family is in my prayers

Tameka Moore-Thomas - March 21, 2018 at 10:53 PM

“

Joe Souza was one of the most influential people in my life. I learned a lot from him
not just about Aerospace Science and military service, but about myself and what I
was truly capable of. This world has become a little bit duller since he has gone, but
Heaven has become a little brighter.
"It is in love that we are made. In love we disappear."--Leonard Cohen

Christopher Carothers - March 21, 2018 at 10:13 PM

“

There are few men who’ve made an impact on my life the way Sgt. Souza did. He
was old school Air Force. He was my instructor in JROTC at St. Martin. We were the
first class to ever have JROTC at SMHS and I’m so glad to have had him as a
leader. He sparked something inside me that led to my own Air Force career. He
never forgot anyone. Anytime he saw my wife and I, it was was just like seeing
someone you see everyday. He was a wonderful man. Praise God for placing Sgt.
Souza in our life. Our condolences and prayers go out to his family.
Darryl A. Dukes, Jr., TSgt. (Ret.), USAF

Darryl Dukes - March 21, 2018 at 08:54 PM

“

Sgt Souza was one of the greatest men and educators I ever had the pleasant to
learn from.... He was stern but oh so funny...... He will truly be missed......

Precious Wallace - March 21, 2018 at 08:37 PM

“

You loved us like your own! You touched the hearts of everyone you came in contact
with. And the lives you changed is uncountable. You set the bar high and brought the
best out of all of us. Our hearts may be broken with your passing but you will live on
in our thoughts and hearts. Thank you for you! Love ya Sarge!

Aerial Guest - March 21, 2018 at 08:33 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Mr. Joseph Souza.

March 21, 2018 at 06:08 PM

“

Sgt Souza was my mentor when there was no one. There will never be a more
dedicated man to the children he guided through our high school years. Honored to
have him in my life. Rest in Peace Sgt. Souza.

Tammie (Brossett) Tolliver - March 21, 2018 at 05:38 PM

“

A great deal of what I pull from when I am placed in leadership roles is directly
attributable to him, and the way he led, and the impact it had on me as a young man.
He could be gruff, he could be sarcastic, he definitely had no time for your nonsense,
but you did not doubt for a second that he cared for you, your success, and your
future in ways that not many teachers -- not many adults -- did. Even as he was

playing the world's smallest violin while his heart bled for you.
He was the epitome of a soft, gooey center rolled in pine cones and broken glass. He
wrote my recommendation letter to the Air Force Academy. He taught me how to
project my voice when yelling at my "heathens" to earn their freedom.
Your impact is obvious in the amount of sorrow I'm already seeing among my fellow
former students. You will be missed.. Rest well, sir.
Richard Jeter - March 21, 2018 at 05:23 PM

“

You touched so many lives and made a big impact on them..Thank you for your
service to Rotc and to my son Norman Simmons lll. Your in our prayers.

Angela Simmons - March 21, 2018 at 04:43 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Joseph Souza.

March 21, 2018 at 04:04 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford O'Keefe - March 21, 2018 at 03:19 PM

