Wayne Philip Nicholson
June 10, 2019

Friends, family, and former parishioners in two states are mourning a much loved, recently
retired pastor who passed away after a traumatic brain injury from a traffic accident on
Monday, June 10, 2019.
The Rev. Wayne Nicholson and his husband, Harry Nicholson, moved to Bay Saint Louis
in September 2018, after Wayne’s retirement. They had fallen in love with the Bay on their
numerous trips to visit Wayne’s adored sister, Nikki Moon. She says, “He filled his new
found hours with weaving, cooking, gardening, and more weaving. Wayne loved his
church, Harry, and he loved all people.
“It was Wayne’s dream to become a priest,” said Nikki. “He followed that dream,
graduating from General Seminary in New York, then his first parish in Chester, NY, and
finally to St. John’s Episcopal Church in Mt. Pleasant, MI. in 2006. The years there were
so rewarding and the friendships lasting. One of his parishioners described him so well:”
“Wayne was a man who appreciated the arts and understood how good music, art, food,
drink, literature, and liturgy brought people closer together and improved everyone’s
quality of life. He was a progressive, a ‘smells and bells’ preacher, an avid reader, a
weaver, a wonderful cook and baker, a skilled conversationalist, musician, healer,
advocate, friend.”
Rev. Sr. Diane Stier of Emmaus Monastery in Vestaburg, MI said of Wayne, “Wayne was a
priest and brother, friend and confidant, advisor, and fun-lover.”
I think it’s safe to say anyone who had the pleasure of greeting Wayne and Harry has
never been the same since,” said Lindsay Oaster. “Each of them individually, and together
as a couple, radiate the best of humanity that inspires me to be better – simply by their
extension of friendship.”
He leaves behind his husband Harry, sister Nikki Moon, Godson Peter Nicholson, cousin
Jed Nicholson, their combined families and friends will miss his true joy for life and always
his smiling face.
Services will be held Friday, June 14, 2019 at 11:00 AM at St. Peter’s by the Sea
Episcopal Church, Gulfport, MS
Please do not send flowers. Wayne’s wish would be to support: The John Goodrow Fund
(an emergency assistance program) Contributions can be sent: Online:

https:// johnhgoodrowfund.weebly.com/donate.html
or Mail: The John H. Goodrow Fund, 206 West Maple,Mount Pleasant, MI 48858
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street, Gulfport is in charge of arrangements. View
and sign register book at www.bradfordokeefe.com
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Comments

“

I met Wayne at YMCA Camp Orkila in Washington state. We became good friends
for many years, although we drifted apart as many do. I just learned of his premature
death and grieve. He was a good man. I miss him.

Don - September 08, 2019 at 04:26 AM

“

I first "met" Wayne on the Warped Weavers board on Ravelry where he is loved and
already missed. I was happy to then meet him in person when he came to our local
weaving guild.
My condolences to Harry, Nikki, and the rest of his family. I know that you will all miss
him more than we possibly can.
Theresa Barbarick

Theresa Barbarick - June 14, 2019 at 02:52 PM

“

I only knew PadreWayne through the Warped Weavers group on Ravelry. He was a
gentle soul that always had something kind to say. He has left his legacy on Ravelry
and there are weavers from all around the world that are thinking of him today.
My condolences to his husband Harry, sister Nikki and extended family. Wayne will
be sorely missed.
Michelle Gibson (funinpennsylvania)

Michelle Gibson - June 14, 2019 at 09:19 AM

“

The first time we ever met Wayne was at Mardi Gras in the Bay at his sister Nikki
Moon's house, This tall thin man was dressed to impress with his wig of long curly
RED hair. . He was such a character and just the sweetest kind person you could
ever meet.Just talking to him you saw a beautiful soul and immediately felt such a
sense comfort just be in his presence. He will be missed but I know his family has so
many wonderful memories , that he will always be with them.
Jerry & Barbie Cox

Barbie Cox - June 14, 2019 at 09:13 AM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - June 13, 2019 at 04:59 PM

“

I am one of many weavers on an online forum that Wayne frequented, and we are all
better people for his participation. Quick with advice and encouragement, his wit and
wisdom were a welcome addition to the group. Like many, I am heartbroken by this
loss, and send my heartfelt condolences to Harry, Nikki, and his extended family and
friends. He is well-loved and will be terribly missed.
Karen Stickney

Karen Stickney - June 13, 2019 at 03:44 PM

“

I too only knew Padre Wayne through an online forum and loved both his weaving
and his generosity of encouragement and general help....I shall miss his smile.
Jan (aka dizzyspinner) from UK

Jan - June 13, 2019 at 01:05 PM

“

I am one of Wayne's many online acquaintances. His cheery and helpful advice will
be much missed, especially in the Warped Weavers group on Ravelry. I will miss him
very much. So sorry for the loss to family and many, many friends. Alison James
(Gramalison)

Alison James - June 13, 2019 at 11:02 AM

“

Our weavers' guild here on the MS Gulf Coast enjoyed having Wayne join our group.
He brought creativity and a fresh approach to weaving and was enthusiastic about
trying new color combinations for yarns during our "dye days." We will miss his
cheerful approach to life.
Jean Sparkes

Jean Sparkes - June 13, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

Extremely sad to hear of Fr Wayne’s passing. Holding Harry, Nikki and all who loved
him in my prayers and heart. Mary Prine, Gainesville, Fl.

Mary Prine - June 12, 2019 at 09:01 PM

“

You are loved around the world - and
that's stating it too simply.
We will all miss you, Wayne.
Jean A

Jean A - June 12, 2019 at 06:01 PM

