Alan French
December 29, 2020

Alan French, 47, of d’Iberville, was called home to be with the Lord on December 29,
2020. Alan was born December 18, 1973. He was a lifelong Coast resident and a
graduate of St. Martin High School, where he was a celebrated athlete and admired
classmate. After graduation Alan enlisted and served in the United States Army, followed
by a 26-year career with Cable One. In 2001 Alan married the love of his life, and together
they enjoyed a beautiful family life.
Alan was known by many names to all that knew and loved him. He was called husband,
father, son, brother, and friend, but many others were fortunate enough to affectionately
call him Coach. He had a true servant’s heart and volunteered countless hours to various
local sports programs and youth leagues. He had a true talent and gift for coaching and
made a huge impact on so many young lives, both on and off the field. Many sports
programs were successful due to his hard work and dedication. His beloved Warriors were
a big part of his life and he was the backbone of the Chain Gang, a special group of
dedicated fans that made the Warrior’s Friday Night Lights come to life. Aside from the
many year-round sports, Mardi Gras and boating were the other two times of the year that
he looked forward to. He also enjoyed race cars, a successful venture and avenue where
he made friends and many cherished memories. His ideal family vacation was to follow his
wife and sons cruising around the Caribbean on various cruise ships.
Alan was a man of great character. He was charismatic, kind, full of fun and always had
an encouraging word, or a minute to lend help to a friend. He enjoyed life and made the
most of every moment he was given. The simple mention of a good time or a good meal
and Alan was ready to “LEGGO” with a smile on his face and an excitement around him
that was contagious. His friends and family were his world and he never knew a stranger.
Alan is preceded in death by his parents, Thomas Herbert and Gloria Jean (Pam) French;
his father-in-law, William “Billy” Forehand; brother-in-law, Richard Kessler; and Mawmaw
Bern.

He is survived by his devoted wife of 19 years, Melanie Forehand French; his sons,
Landon French, Kyle (Elizabeth) Bennett and Jacob Bennett; sister, Anne Kessler; niece,
Brooke (Jonathan) Rountree; nephew, Brett Kessler; step-mother, Connie French; nieces,
Macey and Lanie Forehand; mother-in-law, Marlene Forehand; brothers-in-law, Les and
Jeremy (Janet) Forehand; three great nephews, James and Brantley Rountree, and
Gabriel Kessler; and his four legged babies, Bennie, Harley, Sassy, and Lulu. Alan was
also blessed with many cousins, extended family, and friends.
In lieu of flowers, please feel free make a donation to the American Diabetes Association
or the American Heart Association.
Funeral Service will be held on Monday, January 4, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at New Life Family
Church on Popp's Ferry Road in Biloxi. Friends are invited to visit 11:00 a.m. until 1:00
p.m.
A private graveside service will be held at Biloxi National Cemetery.
A Celebration of Life will be held at d’Iberville High School Stadium at 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
January 8, 2021.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, Howard Avenue in Biloxi, is honored to serve the French
family.
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11:00AM - 01:00PM

New Life Family Church
362 Popps Ferry Road, Biloxi, MS, US, 39532
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Funeral Service

01:00PM

New Life Family Church
362 Popps Ferry Road, Biloxi, MS, US, 39532

Comments

“

Melanie,
My thoughts and prayers goes out to you and your family for the loss of Alan and
your Dad. Give your Mom a kiss from our family...
Love to you all,
Teresa and Yasuko Wieck

Teresa Wieck - January 06 at 08:17 PM

“

My condolences to the French and Forehand families. Alan was one of the best
friends I've ever had growing up. We had so much fun together and got into all kinds
of crazy trouble.
I will never forget the impact you had on my life. RIP my old friend.

Andy Johnson - January 04 at 11:05 AM

“

Alan was a true friend, a great man and he will never be forgotten by all of his high
school friends. We will never forget all school memories we made, all the good times
we had hanging out and all the laughs we shared together. He will always be
remembered by all of us and will always be greatly missed by all of his fellow Yellow
Jackets. Our thoughts go out to his family. RIP Alan !!

Scott Rushing Jr. - January 04 at 10:34 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Alan French.

January 04 at 07:08 AM

“

Karl Byrd lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Karl Byrd - January 04 at 12:14 AM

“

Alan was one of the BEST running backs I ever watched play football at St Martin.
He was a great friend to my sons and to my wife Carol and I. He will be missed
greatly. Our thoughts go out to his family. RIP Alan.
Russ and Carol Johnson

Russ Johnson - January 03 at 03:25 PM

“

Coach Alan was an amazing human being that will always be known for his huge
amount of faith and loyalty he put inside people he loved and or people he may not
have known more than 3 months. Coach Alan believed in me at times when I was
blinded into believing myself. He made me realize the true meaning of a leader and
the battles that come with being a special person. He'd never accept no for an
answer at times when I was to humble to accept a simple meal after a football game
lol. I had an major football injury that at the time coach Alan did not know I still had
but probably had a feeling that I wasnt 100% but with the faith he had in me , he did
not ever take me out the game even though I may have fumbled the Ball twice in one
game. Off the field he was a family man and also worked for cable one where it took
me walking through the neighborhood of forest cove to finally find out he had an
actual job outside football. That's how passionate he was of being a coach. He
oftentimes would put us stubborn kids first at times he knew he should have been
dealing with something more important in his life, but instead he would use time as
coach more like a comfort or some will say gateway to what he may have been
dealing with. I've been unaware all these years if his conditions and I only pray for
the best for his amazing family and kids. I grew up with Jacob since I moved to
D'Iberville in fourth grade where me and Jacob had been aquatences, teammates
and sooner or later friends. Coach Alan will always be one of the best coaches/
rolemodels I've ever had for any sport my entire life. My dear condolences go out to
him and his entire family
-Kenneth Denzel Jones

Kenneth Denzel Jones - January 02 at 06:38 PM

“

Loved One Vertical Blanket was purchased for the family of Alan French.

January 02 at 06:05 PM

“

Melanie, I am so sorry for your loss of your husband Alan and your dad, My thoughts
and prayers go out to you and your family!

Lori Forillo - January 02 at 04:47 PM

“

Katie Seymour lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Katie Seymour - January 02 at 03:48 PM

“

Alan was an outstanding coach, father and friend. He taught my son along with other
coaches baseball that was fun. He was truly inspiring and our Warriors will miss him
extremely! All our love
-The Fayard Family

Jennifer Fayard - January 01 at 05:45 PM

“

Randy Ladner lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Randy Ladner - January 01 at 11:19 AM

“

Randy Ladner lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Randy Ladner - January 01 at 11:16 AM

“

Melanie , I am so sorry to here about the loss of Alan and your dad. You are in our
thoughts and prayers.

Clair& Terry Cannette - January 01 at 10:48 AM

“

I am saddened of the loss of Mr Alan. He loved Chick fil A D'iberville and dined in
many times, some with family and some with co workers. He was a humble, very
nice man. He will be missed at Chick fil A.
Renee Bivens

Renee Bivens - January 01 at 09:12 AM

“

4 files added to the album Photos from Janet & Jeremy

Jeremy Forehand - January 01 at 01:57 AM

“

Melanie and family, Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you as you go through
this difficult time. Patricia Letort and family

Patricia Letort - December 31, 2020 at 07:23 PM

“

Alan was a humble man and coach. He changed the game and attitudes of many
kids in a positive way. He was family to many and friend to all. My thoughts and
prayers to Melanie and the boys. And to all the “ baby mama’s” ( our mom club
forever). The game will never feel the kind of LEGGO Alan brought.

Jamie Przytarski - December 31, 2020 at 05:06 PM

“

Alan will for sure be remembered for his strength of character and for his love over
the community and youth. May we all continue to be inspired by the actions he took
and the things he said while he was alive. He will live in so many wonderful special
memories of so many lives he touched especially here in d’Iberville. Although no
words can really help to ease the loss you bear, just know that you are very close in
every thought and prayer. And prayers..May God give you two very special angels to
watch and guide you through these hard times and be by you until you are all home
reunited in our Heavenly Fathers home. With our deepest sympathy- Ashley, Brandy,
Tyler, and Karlie Gunter

Ashley and Brandy Gunter - December 31, 2020 at 03:15 PM

“

Many condolences and prayers.
Flinn Family

Shelly Flinn - December 31, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

Jonnine Trochesset lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Jonnine Trochesset - December 31, 2020 at 02:24 PM

“

Melanie and family...please accept my deepest sympathy at the passing of Alan.
There are no words to comfort you, but may you find peace in your memories of your
life together.
May he rest in God's loving arms.
Sherry Migues Hankins
Biloxi Ms

Sherry Migues Hankins - December 31, 2020 at 02:13 PM

“

Alan French is One of the Best Men I ever had the pleasure of knowing! He's taught
my Son's life lessons and He Always gave back to the community!
I would watch Alan at the games and the
Love that he showed those boys and his Family
like no other
Watching him with Melanie always made me
Smile because you could see and Feel the
Love they have
That's a Once in a lifetime Love
He Broke the Mold when God made him, He was
Definitely one of a Kind

Brandy Cook - December 31, 2020 at 01:27 PM

“

Brandy Cook lit a candle in memory of Alan French

Brandy Cook - December 31, 2020 at 01:18 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - December 31, 2020 at 12:23 PM

