Charles Herbert Carden
July 28, 2020

Charles Herbert Carden, Sr., (Major, U.S. Army retired), 82, of Biloxi died Tuesday, July
28, 2020, after a 24-year battle with prostate cancer. He had been a resident of Biloxi
since 1999, having moved here from Houston, TX. He was a native of Leesburg, Florida,
and graduated from high school in Winter Park, Florida. Soon thereafter, he entered the
U.S. Army where he served for 21 years, going from Private to Major. He received his
Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Tampa in 1971.
Almost 15 of those 21 Army years, he spent in the Infantry, with his most recent duty prior
to retirement being in Personnel Management. He saw two deployments in Vietnam, the
first as Company Commander, Company D, First Infantry Division, and the second as an
Infantry Advisor to the 48th Regimental Command, First Division.
His decorations, medals and citations included Parachutist Badge, National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, Vietnam Campaign Medal, Vietnam Gallantry
Cross with Palm, Combat Infantryman Badge, Bronze Star Medal with 4 Oak Leaf
Clusters and Victory Device, and Purple Heart Silver Star with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster for his
last tour of duty, and the Army Commendation Medal with 1 Oak Leaf Cluster.
While in the service, Charles attended the following schools and courses: Infantry Officer
Course, Airborne Course, Infantry Office Advanced Course, Jungle School, Basic
Instructor Training Course, Leadership Reaction Course and Personnel Management
Officer Course.
After retirement, he moved to Houston, TX where he was engaged in Dispute Resolution,
a program of the Houston Bar Association, and later retiring from Houston Municipal
Courts as an Assistant to the Presiding Judge.
In 1999, he and his wife moved to Biloxi where he became a full-time amateur golfer,
playing with the Gulf Coast Golfers Association for many years, and with friends and
acquaintances in the scramble at Bay Breeze Golf Club at Keesler Air Force Base. He
was a parishioner of Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church, Biloxi, and prior to that was a
parishioner at St. James Catholic Church in Gulfport, where he served as an usher and
was involved for a period of time with the St. Vincent de Paul Society food pantry there.
He was the son of the late Charles Franklin Carden and Irene Bacon Venable of Tavares
and Clermont, FL. He is survived by “the love of my life” of 36 years, Carolyn (Carol)

Martinolich Carden, Biloxi; two sons, Joel (Angela) Carden, Crestview, FL, and Charles H.
(Patty) Carden, Jr., Largo, FL; two daughters, including, Terri (Kevin) Yalicki, Charlotte,
NC; a brother, Ronald F. (Jessica) Carden, Clermont, FL; a sister, Lesia (Kevin) Hoffman,
Carmargo, IL; and a stepdaughter, Jolie Dubuisson, Houston, TX; numerous
grandchildren and great grandchildren, and two special little friends he referred to as “his
boys next door”, Evan and Carter McCrory, Biloxi.
Due to the Covid 19 social distancing guidelines and number of attendees allowed, there
will be a graveside service at National Cemetery at the Biloxi VA complex, with full military
rites, at 12:30 P.M., Tuesday, August 4, 2020. A Memorial Mass is planned at a later date
when the Covid 19 restrictions are eased or eliminated at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic
Church, Biloxi. Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street, Gulfport is in charge of
arrangements. The service will be streamed from the Bradford-O’Keefe Facebook.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the St. Vincent de Paul Community
Pharmacy, P.O. Box 1228, Biloxi, MS 39533-1228, or to a charity of one’s choice.

Comments

“

Captain Carden as I knew him, he was a force to be reckoned with and he kept us
safe in Vietnam.
Let me begin why I call Captain Carden my hero, it started when I was drafted into
the army in1967, I was was told
I would be heading to Vietnam and that
I would be in the good hands of the most respected division in Vietnam, that was the
Big Red One, be a scared 20 year old kid, it was assuring to know ,when
I arrived Melvin Brewer told me how well respected Captain Carden was and he
would do anything in his power not to put us in jeopardy.
After arriving with the 1st of the 18th D company, we were hit on highway 13, troops
were hiding under a bridge to keep out of harms way (3 guys versus about 50 Viet
Cong) we had some loss of life, again I Just arrived in Vietnam, well the next night I
was told to go to the same bridge, oh was I terrified rightfully so just being 20 years
old.
I was out there about three hours when there was movement from the enemy
Captain Carden made the call to pull us from the night defensive perimeter.
I was so relieved.
After that encounter I had the most respect for the Captain, he was well respected
and a great leader.
I was very fortunate to be in his company, I will forever be grateful to such a fine
man.
You will not be forgotten.
Frank
Puente

Frank Puente - August 04 at 02:31 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Charles Herbert Carden.

August 03 at 10:37 AM

“

We have lost a good and decent man in Charles Carden and I am only one of many
that will miss him very much. I missed him when he & Carol moved back to
Mississippi but I knew they would be happier there than here, and now the sadness
is much the same. My brother and I actually made use of Charles’ dispute resolution
skills while at the City of Houston (a delivery driver ran off with one of a pair of used
washer & dryer) and while we never got the appliance back, no one was injured or
killed. Charles’ even temperament made my brother realize what no one ever could –
it’s not worth it. Charles was a man of discretion - another family member was doing
“community service” at the recycle center in Houston when Charles by chance came
in – no questions asked and I’m pretty sure the encounter went to the grave with him.
Charles is one, if not the only, man I ever received a thank-you note from. He was a
good husband to my Aunt Carol. I will miss my Uncle Charles – may he rest in
peace.

Susan Seideman - August 03 at 10:06 AM

“

This is the “Uncle Charles” we knew and loved. We”ll miss those across the street
waves and smiles
Butch and Shelby
Children grandchildren and great grandchildren

shelby williamson - August 02 at 03:02 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mel Brav - August 01 at 09:42 PM

“

As the new 3rd platoon leader I first met Charlie Carden when he became the company
commander of the newly formed Delta Company, 1/18, 1st Inf. Div., July 1967 in Viet Nam.
He was a skinny young man with a quick smile and easy going personality. His leadership
style was also easy going yet firm. He’d tell us where we were going, what we were going
to accomplish and then basically let us do our jobs while keeping him informed of our
progress. If needed, he’d also make adjustments and bring in covering support. Often he
would appear next to you to get a clearer picture of the situation at hand in order to
maneuver one or more platoons. He led this company successfully through many
engagements large and small for 8 months until he was moved up to Headquarters
Company.
I believe the true measure of a leader is not the medals awarded, not the power of rank, but
the skill and ability to direct people during chaos and fear to accomplish their mission.
Charlie Carden was such a man. At our 20th reunion, much to his amazement, he was
given the admiration, respect and love from guys he led so successfully. We are forever in
your debt.
Mel Brav
Mel Brav - August 02 at 04:58 PM

“

Asking our Heavenly Father to wrap his loving arms around Charles and carry him
home. I pray for Mrs. Carden that she may find Peace in her heart and strength to
carry her through the coming days.
Sincerely,
Melissa Landers

Melissa Landers - July 31 at 09:58 PM

“

All our love, “the boys next door” and their parents
(Evan, Carter, Lauren and Randy)

Lauren McCrory - July 31 at 09:39 PM

“

One of the nicest people I have ever known in my life. Always a grin. On the golf
course, good shot or bad shot, he was always laughing. My life was blessed just
knowing you Charlie. God, welcome him home. He’s one of the good guys.

Mike Stensrud - July 31 at 06:22 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Charles Herbert
Carden.

July 31 at 11:10 AM

“

Uncle Charles was always such a sweet and welcome person to everyone that he
came into contact with. He was such a great match for Aunt Carol and I am sure that
she is missing him, but Aunt Carol, rest at night assured that he is watching over you
as he loved you as much as anyone can love someone. We always so it so
obviously.
Uncle Charles, I find comfort in this prayer as you fought a great battle in your illness:
I’m Free
Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free;
I took His hand when I heard Him call;
I turned my back and left it all.
If my parting has left a void;
then fill it with remembered joy.
My life’s been full, I savored much;
good friends, good times,
a loved one’s touch.
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss;
ah yes, these things, I too, will miss.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief;
don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and share with me;
God wanted me now, He set me free.
Love always, Momma will welcome you along with our Savior into the heavenly
kingdom.
The Cielencki Family

Katy, Texas
Cielencki - July 30 at 09:18 PM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes - July 30 at 03:43 PM

