James Richard "Chief" Cottrell
September 22, 1935 - September 27, 2021

James Richard “Chief” Cottrell, age 86, Passed away on Monday, September 27, 2021 in
Biloxi, MS.
Chief was born on September 22, 1935 in Rockville, IN to Paul and Rose Cottrell. He
graduated from Rockville High School in 1953 and retired from the U.S. Navy after 24
years of service. Chief was a school bus driver and a farmer. He was a fan of the Cubs
and the Bears.
Chief was preceded in death by his parents.
Survivors include his wife, Judith Cottrell; sons, Randall (Duangta) Cottrell and Timothy
(Leala) Cottrell; daughter, Kimberly Cottrell; brothers, Paul, Dale, and Charles Cottrell; 7
grandchildren; and 19 great-grandchildren.
A private service will be held at a later date. Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street,
Gulfport, MS is honored to serve the Cottrell family.

Comments

“

I am truly saddened by the passing of Chief Cottrell. He was a dear friend and role
model for me growing up in Rockville. I remember several Navy stories from Chief
when it was just him and I riding the school bus. I was the first one on the bus and
the last one-off. I started working for Chief on the farmer. I remember one summer,
probably my Junior year in HS (1983), Chief couldn't find anyone to work bailing hay.
I was actually already committed but took the weekend off to help him out. It took the
two of us all weekend to put up about 2,000 bails of hay. I worked on the wagon
behind the bailer, while Chief drove. Once we got the wagon full, he'd take them to
the barn. I'd go up into the "steaming hot loaf" and he'd pull them off the wagon and
send them up to me. It was the worse two days, I'd ever worked. Chief bragged
about the weekend to everyone he came in contact with, telling them how he couldn't
find anyone to work and we did the whole thing by ourselves.
I joined the Army because of Chief's service to the nation. He was a great influence
on several youths in Rockville. There are way more stories and memories to tell.
CHIEF COTTRELL, I thank you for your service to our country. I thank you for always
being there when I needed guidance. RIP old friend. My deepest sympathies go out
to Judy, Randy, Tim, and Kim.
Sergeant Major (Ret) Scott Anglin
US Army

Scott Anglin - October 05 at 11:21 PM

“

Aunt Doris Rose Cottrell (Nebergall) and cousin Sueanna Hedrick hold in our heart
many fond memories of James Richard "Chief" Cottrell. Our condolences, thoughts
and prayers are with you all. We love you Chief

Sueanna Hedrick - October 02 at 12:55 PM

“

A lot of fond memories with chief from riding the school bus ,bailing hay to working
on the farm with him all through high school.i can remember getting in trouble and
they would call him to come to come to the school instead of my parents. He hauled
my kids on the bus years later.The fondest memory I'll never forget is I was 19 had a
dead end job a pregnant girlfriend ( my now wife of almost 35 years) and no
vehicle.no money and no one to cosign for me.he got wind of it went to the bank with
me and cosigned for my loan.how many people would do something like that? You
will be missed!!!!

Donnie Clark - October 02 at 06:43 AM

“

My condolences to the family!
Sandy Long Bennett

Sandy Ling Bennett - October 01 at 10:45 PM

“

Had the honor & privilege of serving with Jim in Iwakuni Japan in the mid sixties.

Swede - October 01 at 09:27 PM

“

Chief drove the bus for me and many others growing up and we knew we were lucky
to be on the best bus at school! A lot of friendships were made on that bus, a lot of
bales of hay were slung by those of us who worked for him over the years, and he
had a lot of love of respect from so many of us. He's a legend for sure! Thoughts and
prayers to the family.

Jackie Baxter - September 30 at 07:52 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Chief’s passing. A wonderful man in so many ways. Our thoughts
are with the family during this difficult time. Larry & Helen Gambaiani

Larry Gambaiani - September 29 at 07:31 PM

“
“

Prayers for the family, RIP Chief and thanks for your service .
Charlie Jones - October 01 at 10:25 AM

When he drove the bus with my children on it, my son tried to to be the Bus Clown at times.
It runs in the family,.....I told him to tell my son, that 'Your Dad said I can whip your little xxx
if you get out of line'.....That magically healed my Son's ADHD....
Chief shot straight and will be missed by many. Andrew Kelley. Rockville.
Andrew Kelley - October 01 at 07:49 PM

“

Kathryn Irby sent a virtual gift in memory of James Richard "Chief" Cottrell

Kathryn Irby - September 29 at 06:19 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - September 29 at 11:44 AM

