Joseph E. Byrd
January 7, 2019

Joseph E. Byrd, 93, of Vancleave, MS passed away Monday, January 7, 2019 in
Vancleave.
Mr. Byrd was born in Hattiesburg, MS and was a longtime resident of the coast. He served
in the USMC in WWII, after lying about his age in order to join. Mr. Byrd was employed at
the Biloxi VA as an orderly for many years. After retirement, he spent his days fishing the
back waters of the coast. Mr. Byrd was an avid camper in the Great Smokey Mountains
since the 1950’s. One of his defining traits was his ability to relate to and his love for
children. He spent his twilight years in the company of his great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph and Lilly Byrd; his wife, Shirley Byrd;
and his sisters, Francis Adams and Lillian Minter.
Mr. Byrd’s survivors include his sons, Keith Byrd and Scott (Anita) Byrd, both of Biloxi; his
sisters, Mary Herrin of Petal, MS and Fern Short of Fort Wayne, IN; his grandchildren,
Sarah (David) Schmidt, Ryan (Trisha) Byrd and Lauren Byrd; and five great-grandchildren.
A Memorial Service will be held at the Vancleave Chapel of Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral
Home on Saturday, January 12, 2019 at 11:30 am. Family and friends may visit from 9:30
am until service time.
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Visitation

09:30AM - 11:30AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Vancleave
4901 Jim Ramsay Road, Vancleave, MS, US, 39565
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Memorial Service

11:30AM

Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home - Vancleave
4901 Jim Ramsay Road, Vancleave, MS, US, 39565

Comments

“

The Herrin Family, Mary, David, Diane, and Michael purchased the Fairest of All for
the family of Joseph E. Byrd.

The Herrin Family, Mary, David, Diane, and Michael - January 09 at 02:54 PM

“

I will never forget when we had a Byrd family reunion and Uncle Joe stopped
alongside the road to see about getting a couple of watermelons. There was a
gentleman out in the field and Joseph ask if he could buy a couple of watermelons.
He paid the man and picked out two melons. As a vehicle was coming down the road
the man took off running, leaving Uncle Joe in the middle of the field with a
watermelon under each arm! It didn't take him long to realize that the man didn't own
that watermelon field. Uncle Joe crawled over the fence and took off with the two
watermelons in tow!
He was a very kind and caring man and a great storyteller! He will be missed.
Allen Morrow, Nephew

Allen Morrow - January 08 at 04:34 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe - January 08 at 03:46 PM

