Ms. Judy White Sturtevant
January 30, 2020

Judy Carolyn White Sturtevant, age 72, of Gautier, MS, passed away on January 30,
2020, at her home, following a brief illness.
Judy was a longtime educator who retired from the Pascagoula-Gautier School District in
2003 with 34 years of service. She also taught many years in the Biloxi School District and
started her teaching career with the public schools in Brewton, Alabama. She earned a
B.S. degree in 1969, a Master of Education degree in 1976 and later a Specialist degree
(Ed.S.) from the University of Southern Mississippi. Judy was the third generation of the
White family to graduate from USM.
Born on August 5, 1947, in Hattiesburg, MS, her family moved to Brookhaven, where Judy
graduated from Brookhaven High School in 1965. She graduated from Copiah-Lincoln
Junior College before finishing her degree at USM. Judy took care of her mother and two
close friends in the end stages of their lives and was a loving, giving person. She loved all
children, her family, friends and dogs. She kept the birds and raccoons in her
neighborhood well fed. Judy was a member of the Christian faith. Her influence will remain
for many years to come through the thousands of students she taught.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Garland and Thelma White of Brookhaven and
Laurel, brother, Joe L. White of Brookhaven, sister, Joan White Anderson of Jackson and
niece, Jennifer White of Laurel.
Survivors include a brother, Jack W. White and his wife, Gail, of Hattiesburg, MS, sister,
Dr. Janet White-Mountain of Gulfport, MS, nephews, Jonathan White of Laurel, MS, Jay
White of Seattle, WA, Lincoln White of Mobile, AL, Slade White of Hattiesburg, MS, Todd
White of Brandon, MS, and James Anderson of Delta Junction, Alaska and a niece, Lisa
White Greer of Meridian, MS. She is also survived by her ex-husband and close friend,
Les Sturtevant of Ocean Springs, MS, close friends, Cynthia Grierson of Moss Point, MS
and Kelly Warnick of Pascagoula, MS, as well as numerous friends and extended family
members.

A Memorial Service will be held at a later date. Bradford O'Keefe Funeral Home of Biloxi is
handling arrangements.

Comments

“

There will never be another friend like Judy. We keep saying that we went to send
her a text or message on e-mail. I met Judy in the early 80’s . We worked together at
Service Merchandise during the holidays and summers. We became work friends
and then we decided to meet at the Tiki lounge after work .
The first time at the Tiki I told Judy that I was going to try this new diet soda “Tab”.
The bartender came to the table and asked what we wanted to drink. I said I want a
tab and Judy replied , I want a tab too. The bartender looked and said ok I started
you a tab so what are you ladies drinking? Tab , please. So the bartender took a
moment and yelled out to everyone..These ladies are here for happy hour and
instead of starting a tab they are drinking a “Tab”!
It became our signature drink and the bartender knew when she saw us coming into
the Tiki she would say I will start you ladies a “Tab”!
Judy had the biggest heart. She cared about everyone, her family, friends, strangers
and her BeBe.
My two young grandchildren called her “ Aunt Judy”
and they looked forward to our vacations to Mississippi to spend time with her. Not
sure how to tell them Judy is in heaven with BeBe. Our family shares your sadness
and loss. So many beautiful memories of Judy. We will never forget all the good
times we shared.
Joe, Jolene Burley and Family

Jolene Burley - February 22 at 10:45 AM

“

Years have past since I have seen your smile. Your eyes would light up a room with
happiness and love. I never forget your talks to me about achieving goals for success
in life. You are resting in peace with our heavenly father. I will see you in the other
side.

Steve Sund - February 09 at 08:39 PM

“

Ms. Judy was such a kind and loving person. She always wanted to know how my
boys were doing in school. She was one of my customers at First Federal in Gautier
for 17 years. Sending my condolences and prayers to her family.

Vernessa Dudley - February 06 at 09:45 PM

“

Judy will surely be missed and her beautiful cards. She was very thoughtful and
caring of others. With love and prayers. Verna and family

Verna Bryant - February 06 at 12:12 PM

“

Verna Bryant lit a candle in memory of Ms. Judy White Sturtevant

Verna Bryant - February 06 at 12:08 PM

“

Judy was one of my best friends in high school and college. We had a good group of
friends who enjoyed life at its fullest. She was a kind, warm and a really funny
person. Judy will be missed as a classmate and a wonderful friend. May God bless
her family.

Esmond Clyburn - February 04 at 02:32 PM

“

I will miss you Mrs. Sturtevant,you were awesome when I was a kid and you were
the same sweet woman in my adulthood. Our last chat and hug was the end of last
month and I will always remember you. RIP Beautiful Spirit!

Carlos Stewart - February 03 at 10:40 PM

“

I really enjoyed teaching with Judy. She was an exceptional teacher and such a
sweet person.

Suzie Trott - February 03 at 02:08 PM

“

I am so thankful to Judy for adopting my Momma's dog, Trevor. I know she gave that
puppy a wonderful life. Judy was a wonderful friend, even if it was long distant.

Rhonda R Smith - February 02 at 09:46 PM

“

I am so sad to hear about Judy’s passing. She and Les were like my second parents
through my teenage years. I have many great memories of our summers together.
She was also my fifth grade teacher. She will be missed

Vicki Meaut Myers - February 02 at 08:48 PM

“

Debbie Eddins lit a candle in memory of Ms. Judy White Sturtevant

Debbie Eddins - February 01 at 09:31 PM

“

Such a kind and loving woman. She will never be forgotten.

Debbie Eddins - February 01 at 09:31 PM

“

Prayers and condolences to the family. So saddened to hear of the passing of Mrs
Judy Sturdivant. She was a sweet and kind spirit. Always willing to lend a hand. She
always had a smile. Always! Rest In Peace Mrs Judy

Betty McCune - February 01 at 04:02 PM

“

I worked with Judy back in the 70s. She always had a smile and her shoulder was
always available to lean on as she gave words of encouragement to this young
teenage. My continued prayers Miss Judy.

Penny Hales Edwards - February 01 at 09:10 AM

“

Ms. Judy was loving and caring women. She was a blessing to world but also me.

Lakeyla Bates - February 01 at 09:04 AM

“

Judy was always there to help anyone. I was a brand new teacher at Gautier Junior
High when I ended up in the classroom next to Judy. She took care of me and saw
me through that first year. Anytime I needed something ormeven a kind word she
was theremfor me. You will be missed dear friend.

NancynBarnes - February 01 at 08:49 AM

“

So Sorry To Hear Of Your Passing. You Were One Sweet Lady & 7 th Grade
Educator To Many Of UsAt Gautier Jr. High School.
I Will Never Forget When I Had My First Child Back In 1989 You Came To Visit Me At
The Hospital I Was So Happy To See You When You Came To Visit.
Being The Wonderful Person Tht You Was You Have Always Had A Warm Spot In
My Heart
Oh Sweet Lady You Will Be Truly Missed. You Was A Angel On Earth.
My Prayers Are With Your Family At This Time.

Lisa Love - February 01 at 03:44 AM

“

Amanda Keener lit a candle in memory of Ms. Judy White Sturtevant

Amanda Keener - February 01 at 12:28 AM

“

She was one of the best teachers. She was so kind. She is one teacher that I will
always remember.

Amanda Keener - February 01 at 12:27 AM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford O'Keefe - January 31 at 12:54 PM

“

Judy, you visited my mother, Virgie Logan, when she was in hospice and helped me when
she passed. Your presence and support were a stabilizing factor through a difficult time.
Hope you're with your little dog . Say hello to Bill for me

.

Sandra Lymperis - February 01 at 07:16 PM

“

JUDY was a very loving, friendly, joyful, caring first cousin of mine. We cousins had such
fun, memorable times with parents, grandparents & siblings through the years. She is
greatly missed here on earth but we look forward to being with her with Jesus in Heaven
one day. We love you Judy. You were always so caring & helpful to all around you. - Cousin
GailWooten Walker
GailWooten Walker - February 02 at 11:15 PM

“

You will be missed, sweet friend. My life was enriched from having known you, from high
school through college. So glad we stayed in touch even though we hadn't visited
personally in many years. Angels rejoiced when you entered Heaven, and we will all look
forward to seeing you there! Richard Brady
Richard R Brady - February 03 at 12:50 PM

