James White
January 11, 2021

James White, passed away on January 11, 2021 after a brief illness. Married 33 years, he
is survived by his best friend and love of his life, his wife, Jeanie Bailey White; children,
Kevin Sokol-White, Kelli Armstrong and Jaime Lee. He is also survived by father-in-law,
Burl Bailey; sister and brother-in-law, Debbie and Ronnie Thompson; Gayle, Nick, Kayleb
and Ali Grace Munsch; Jimmy and Eveora Lewis; Allan Metz family; Jason and Lauren
Thompson; Randy Bailey; Isabella Thompson; Kieth Blanda, and a very large number of
nieces and nephews, too numerous to name.
James is predeceased by parents, Henry O. White; mother, Elsie Lacy Patton; mother-inlaw, Helen Bailey; brothers, Carl (Speedy), Sonny and Dewey White; nephews, Doug
White and Bryan Thompson; and brother-in-law, Randy Bailey.
James was born on May 8, 1942 in Gulfport, MS. He served in the U.S. Navy from 19591963, with an honorable discharge in 1963. He joined the Gulfport Fire Department in
1965 and rose to the rank of Fire Chief. He served under Mayors Billy Meadows, Phillip
Shaw, C.L. Bullock, Buzzy Lang, Jack Barnett, Leroy Urie and Bob Short. He retired after
25 years of service in 1990, re-entered the Fire Department as Fire Chief again in 1998,
retiring again in 2001.
James was very active in volunteer work with various schools as a mentor. He actively
read to classes when his best friend, Tyler Metz, started kindergarten, and followed Tyler
through his grades, reading to his classes weekly each school year in elementary school.
Tyler began James’ passion for reading at all of the schools and developing relationships
with the children.
James’ legacy is his love of children, the times he and his wife spent with his nieces and
nephews, while raising all of the neighborhood children, their children, and so many other
children that blessed him. He was affectionately referred to as the “Mayor of Bluff Lane”
and gave all of his time and energy to make the lives of these children happier. They
blessed him every single day.
A private graveside service was held on January 14, 2021 at the Biloxi National Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, it would mean the world to James to make a contribution to the children
at St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in Memphis, TN.
Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Home, 15th Street, Gulfport was honored to serve the White

family. View and sign the online tribute at WWW.BOKFH.COM

Comments

“

I’ve known Mr White for a few years as he served as a board member for Gulf Coast
Community FCU. He was the sweetest man, always kind to everyone he came into
contact with. I know he will be deeply missed by his wife, family and other loved
ones. May he Rest In Peace.

Dara Sierra - January 17 at 09:20 AM

“

Mandy Trapp lit a candle in memory of James White

Mandy Trapp - January 15 at 08:52 PM

“

There was simply no one like James White, our longtime neighbor and friend. He
truly was our "Mayor of Bluff Lane," and no one could ever take his place. He cared
about everyone! He was always doing something good for someone, with his
sweetheart partner, Jeanie. They were a twosome for good, always. We already miss
him like crazy. He was the best of the best! And he was such a good citizen for the
city of Gulfport. In his retirement I witnessed many, many times James picking up
trash on West Taylor Road. He would have big, black Hefty bags full! He might be
pouring sweat, in the heat of the summer, but he was still caring about his
neighborhood. That is just one of hundreds of memories about my dear neighbor and
friend.
And, oh, how he loved the children! He helped raise many of them on our street!

Helen Dunn - January 15 at 04:18 PM

“

Helen Dunn lit a candle in memory of James White

Helen Dunn - January 15 at 04:06 PM

“

Jeannie Beattie lit a candle in memory of James White

Jeannie Beattie - January 15 at 11:03 AM

“

James was one of the most wonderful members of our community. I had the
opportunity to work with him in many projects and he certainly was a valuable part of
all that we did and a wonderful representative of the City of Gulfport. God bless his
family and may he rest in peace. Jeannie Beattie-Plant

Jeannie Beattie - January 15 at 11:02 AM

“

Shirley Clark lit a candle in memory of James White

Shirley Clark - January 15 at 10:51 AM

“

He was a great chief who looked out for his firefighters. He always wore a smile that
hid mysterious secrets we loved him for . Time has taken you too fast our friend. We
will be here for whatever Jeanie needs. Our love to you all.

Chayo - January 15 at 12:16 AM

“

Chayo & Joe lit a candle in memory of James White

Chayo & Joe - January 15 at 12:13 AM

“

We are lifting up the family in our prayers. We loved having this wonderful man read
to our children at Bayou View Elementary. He was a treasure and will be greatly
missed. ~Tess Lawrence, Principal of BVE

Tess Lawrence - January 14 at 09:56 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of James' passing.
He and my late husband, T.W. Phelps, were best friends all their growing up years.
After their service in the Navy and Marine Corp., they resumed their friendship in the
old neighborhood in West Gulfport and we spent many, many happy times together
over the next few years before T.W. and I left Gulfport.
James was a super sweet person and I know how much he will be missed. Sending
many prayers and sweet thoughts to his family. Johnnie Phelps

Johnnie Phelps - January 14 at 08:56 PM

“

“We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.”
~The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O’Keefe Funeral Homes - January 14 at 04:19 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
~
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - January 14 at 04:12 PM

