John Clark Jones
October 31, 2020

John Clark Jones, 68, passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 31, 2020.
John was a loving person, always generous with his kind smiles and captivating stories.
He loved humor and collected many stories throughout his life as a minister, naval sailor,
and casino dealer. His warmth will be missed by his family and friends.
John is preceded in death by parents, Lillian and William I Jones and sisters, Brenda Gail
and Sheila Fortenberry.
John is survived by his children, Christopher (Beam) Jones and Sheila (Joseph) Percy;
grandchildren, Maria Walker, Sylvan Steelman, Avienda Jones, and Faraday Jones; and
Alice Kennedy Shaffer, the love of his life. He is also survived by brothers, Eddie (Diane)
Roundtree of Anniston, AL and Dennis (Julie) Jones of Jacksonville, AL; sisters, Marie
Maddox of Piedmont, AL and Gennie (Drake) Hollingsworth of Webster, FL; best friend,
Debbie Schumaker; and 5 nephews, 3 nieces, 7 great-nephews, and 8 great-nieces.
A funeral service will be held at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, November 5, 2020 at Bradford
O’Keefe Funeral Home, 2511 Pass Road, Biloxi, MS. Friends may visit one-hour prior to
service. Interment will follow at Biloxi National Cemetery.
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Comments

“

I will always remember the smell of the server room on my dad's ship. I close my
eyes and I'm 12 again on a week long cruise around the Florida peninsula on the
USS John L. Hall. He was proud of his service and proud to share as much of that
life with me as he could.
I remember my senior year in highschool. It was just the two of us that year and he
worked so hard as a single parent to help me transition from childhood to adulthood.
He helped me with my first job applications, my first bank account, my first loan, and
taught me how to build credit and manage my finances. And he was so proud to
watch me march in the highschool band during football season. He never missed a
game.
I remember showing him this new computer game that came out called World of
Warcraft. I'll always cherish the year he spent playing with my wife and I as the three
of us explored the game world together. We'd meet online everyday and explore a
new quest or dungeon. I had to set aside the game when my children were born, but
as they get older I've been training them both to play WoW (or, that panda game, as
they call it). They aren't old enough to play on public servers yet, but we were going
to have a full 5 man party one day soon. He would have loved renewing our
exploration with a new generation.
And I remember a thousand other ways that my father touched my life and guided
me. Later in life, he would occasionally mention how much he regretted missing parts
of my childhood while he was deployed, and I would know he wanted to reminisce
about my early memories of him. So I'd go over everything I could remember and
every little way he made a difference in my life and reassure him how important he
was to me. I didn't think much about these talks at the time, just something you do to
make a loved one feel better. But now I'm so glad to have had those talks and have
no doubts that he knew just how important he was to me.
I love you Dad.

Chris Jones - November 05, 2020 at 09:20 AM

“

Glad you had those memories growing up because he told me about them all and it was so
sad when you got married and you forgot about him and didnt call or come and visit and
the one time you did you fought with him because he stood his grown about loving the Lord
and you married someone who belive in no God and after that refuse to let him come there
to see his Grandkids ...So glad you had those memories of how loving your Dad was
because you hurt him more than you will ever know. ..
Deborah Shumaker His Best Friend .. - January 05 at 05:46 AM

“

Teresa lit a candle in memory of John Clark Jones

teresa - November 04, 2020 at 05:31 AM

“

Dorothy lit a candle in memory of John Clark Jones

Dorothy - November 03, 2020 at 05:28 PM

“

Alice S. purchased the Lily and Rose Tribute Spray for the family of John Clark
Jones.

Alice S. - November 03, 2020 at 02:59 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John Clark Jones.

November 03, 2020 at 10:41 AM

“

Debbie Shumaker lit a candle in memory of John Clark Jones

Debbie Shumaker - November 02, 2020 at 08:57 PM

“

John’s Mother, Lillian was my Daddy’s baby sister. The last time I saw Johnny was
when Aunt Lillian died. I have touched base with him on Facebook. I am sorry for
your loss. Linda Jackson Brown

Linda Brown - November 02, 2020 at 08:16 PM

“

George Kennedy lit a candle in memory of John Clark Jones

George Kennedy - November 02, 2020 at 08:08 PM

“

9 files added to the album Memories Album

Gennie Hollingsworth - November 02, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

I remember when you introduce Star Wars and had watch all the movies with you I went
out the next day and got you that hat
Debbie Shumaker - November 02, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

I will always cherish the memories PoohBear we made ..You are my Best Friend ..You are
so missed and love by me ..Until we meet again and dance those streets of gold ...
Debbie Shumaker - November 02, 2020 at 05:41 PM

“

Gennie Hollingsworth lit a candle in memory of John Clark Jones

Gennie Hollingsworth - November 02, 2020 at 04:39 PM

“

Will always love you big brother. I'm going to miss hearing you say "hey baby sister"
every time we talked; even though I'm only 20years younger than you. :(
I know you are in a better place but I wasn't ready for you go, I didn't get to say
goodbye!
Love your baby sister Gennie

Gennie Hollingsworth - November 02, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Genie, Johnny was my favorite cousin. I am just totally shocked by this. Was it the cancer?
I am just heart broken. My son is named after his Mom, Lillian "Russell" Jones.
Betty McGuyre-Carnley - November 02, 2020 at 05:57 PM

“

You were a good husband, father, and minister. We traveled some rough roads, but we
always exchanged to bad for good. I can't believe that you left us here without you, but your
suffering is over. I'll always remember sitting out back on the porch and talking for hours.
May you RIP and I'm sure we shall see each other again.
Alice - November 03, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

We extend our sincere sympathy and value your trust during this time of
remembrance and reflection. We pledge our support now and in the future.
The Staff and Management of Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Homes

Bradford-O'Keefe Funeral Home - November 02, 2020 at 03:06 PM

